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SIMILAR SPECIES

Maleis unmistakableemalesimilar téemale Ye-
llowhammemhich has chestnut rump and a pale
patch on napEemale Ortolan Buntitgis brown
rump and browellowish underpar@iveniles

Cirl Buntingare similar ®®ock Buntingvhich ha-

ve grey lesser covelts|{lowhammehave chest-

nut rumpQrtolan Buntinghave browyellowish
throat and brea€lprn Buntingis bigger (38

mm) and without white on outermost tail feathers.

Cirl Bunting. Spring. Adult. Malg').25

CIRL BUNTINE@mberiza cirjus

IDENTIFICATION

1418 cmAdults with brown upperparts; yellowi
underparts; browiive rump; flanks with brown
ge; bluish biMalewith black throat and green.gr
breastFemalewithout black throat and breast
diffuse streakduvenileswith greenish lesser ¢
verts.

Yellowhammer. Female

Cirl Bunting. Adult. Pattern
upperparts and head: to
male; bottom female.

Cirl Bunting. Juvenil
Pattern of head an
lesser coverts.

a o

Yellowhammer. Juvenile
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SEXING

In Spring male with black chin and throat; breast
unstreaked; wing-8 mm.Femalewith white
yellowish chin and throat; breast streaked;-wing 71
79 mm. Aftepostbreeding/postjuvenilenoults,
malewith black feathers on chin and throat with whi-
tebuff tips; unstreaked breast; reddish upperparts.
Femalewith chin and throat-pefowish; streaked
breast; little or no reddish on uppedpagsiles
cannot be sexed using plumage characteristics

Cirl  Bunting.
Spring. Sexing.
Pattern of head:
top male; bot-
tom female.

Ortolan Bunting. Juvenile

Cirl  Bunting.
Autumn.  Se-
xing. Pattern of
head: top male;
bottom female.

Corn Bunting

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gekldichael Heinze

1 8 5 ¢Cirl Buntingemberiza cirlus) < aranzadi

AGEING

3 types of age can be recognized:
Juvenilesimilar tdemales clearly dark streake
with fresh plumage.
1st year autumn/2nd year sprimigh moult limit
on wing within tertials or between tertials and
daries; with moult limit on tail if central pair is
ted; unmoulted tail feathers with pointed tips

wear.
Adultwithout moult limits on wing; tail feather

rounded tips.

Cirl Bunting. Ageing. Pattern of breast: left femal
juvenile.

MOULT

Completgpostbreedingmoult, usually finished i

October. Partipbstjuvenilemoult including boc
feathers, lesser, median, most or all greater
and sometimes tertials and central tail fe
usually finished in October. Both types of age
prebreedingnoult including only body feathers.

Cirl Bunting.
Extent of
postjuvenile
moult.

1 Al birds
[] Some birds

PHENOLOGY

vV VEVI VI X X XX

B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering O On passage

Cirl Bunting. Spring. 2nd year. Fem&ig. (02
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Cirl Bunting. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left-male (25
1V); right female {03.

Cirl  Bunting.
Spring.  Adult
Head pattern: to
male (28V);

bottom female

(031V).

Cirl  Bunting. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
2nd year male (O top
right 2nd year female (02
-1V); left juvenile {213.

Cirl  Bunting.
Spring. Head
pattern: top 2nd
year male (62);
middle 2nd year
female  (ORY);
bottom juvenile
(27VI).

Cirl Bunting. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left #\gle (25
right female (03).
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Cirl Bunting. Spring.
Tail pattern: top left 2nd
year male (02); top
right 2nd year female
(021V); left juvenile (27
-VI).

Cirl Bunting. Spring.
Upperparts pattern:
top left 2nd year
male (0%); top

right 2nd year fe-
male (ORV); left

juvenile (2vI).

b

Cirl Bunting. Spring. Adult. Upperparts pattern: le
(251V); right female {83.

Cirl Bunting. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of-iMpg (25
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Cirl Bunting. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of w
V).

Cirl Bunting. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of
-1IV).

(03
Cirl Bunting. Spring. Juvenile; pattern of wing (27

Cirl Bunting. Autumn. Adult. Fema{#)(26
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Cirl Bunting. Au-
tumn. 1st year.
Head pattern: top
male (26X); bot-
tom female (27
XI).

Cirl Bunting. Autumn. Adult. Breast pattern: left-male (10
X); right female {8).
Cirl Bunting. Autumn. 1st year. FemaAlg (27

Cirl  Bunting.
Autumn. Adult
Head pattern
top male (3R);
bottom female
(26XI11).

Cirl Bunting. Autumn. 1st year. Breast pattern: left male
(251X); right female &[j.
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