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SIMILAR SPECIES

Adults are unmistakable with their head pattern;
juvenilesare easily recognized by their wing and tail
pattern.

SEXING
Goldfinch. Soring. Adult. Maiy/§20 (CAUTION(distinction is not always possible due to
CIeHnen. Spring. A ! overlap of sexing characteriddles@with extensi-
GOLDFINC(€Carduelis carduglis ve red patch on head, going behind the eye; black
nasal bristles; black of head intensely coloured; les-
IDENTIEICATION ser coverts black, sometimes narrowly tipped brown.

Femalewith small red patch on head, going slightly
1113 cmAdult with chestnut upperparts and p: behind the eye; grey or hjaek nasal bristles;
underparts; light rump; black and white tail fea black on head _duII; lesser coverts _broadly tlpped grey
black wings with a broad yellow bar; red, blac -brown (sometimes as narrowmaleg. Juveni-
white headuvenilewith grefprown head lescannot be sexed using plumage characteristics.

Goldfinch.
Sexing. Pat-
tern of head:
top male;
bottom fe-
male.

Goldfinch. Juvenile: pa

tern of wing, head and tail Goldfinch. Sexing. Pattern of crown: top male; bottom

female.
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Goldfinch.
Sexing. Patterr
of lesser co-
verts: top male
bottom female.

AGEING

3 types of age can be recognized: Goldfinch. Ageing. Moult limit on wing coverts: top adult;
Juvenilewith grejprown head, without red, bla Pottom 1styear.

and white colours; tail feathers with pointed tips; with

very fresh plumage.
1st year autumn/2nd year springh moult limit
between moulted glossy black inner greater ¢c ==~

with yellow tips, and the duller jaueziileretai- MOULT _ o _

ned with whitish tips; if all greater coverts mo Completgostbreedingnoult, often finished in Oc-
then limit is between greater and primary co tober.Postjuvenilemoult usually_ partial, moulting
within tertials or between tertials and secondari¢ Pody feathers, lesser and median coverts and most

Adult/postjuvenile with complete mowith all| Of the greater coverts; there are birds that extend
feathers on wing with the same age, without their moult to all greater coverts, tertials and tail feat-
limits CAUTIONoften black on primary covertsrh hers, being a complete moult in some birds; usually

king slightly less intense); tail feathers with roi finished in November.
tips.

Goldfinch.
Extent of
postjuveni-
le moult.

B Anme specimens

Goldfinch.
Ageing. Pattern
of head: top

adul, bottom | pLENOLOGY
juvenile.

O Some specimens

LIV V| VEVIVI X X XX

B Summer visitor® Resident
W Wintering [ On passage

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gekldichael Heinze

1 6 5 IGoldfinchcarduelis carduelis)

P o)

Vov

aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Goldfinch. Spring. Adult. Femal¥)04

Goldfinch. Spring. 2nd year. Mal)(08

Goldfinch. Spring. 2nd year. Femdi§.(08

Goldfinch.
Spring. Adult.
Head pattern:
top male (20
IV);  bottom

female (GB) .

Goldfinch.

Spring. Head
pattern: top 2nd
year male (08

IV); middle 2nd
year female (08
-IV);  bottom

juvenile (63

VII).
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Goldfinch. Spring. Adult. Crown pattern: left #vale| (2

right female (0M).

Goldfinch. Spring. Crown
pattern: top left 2nd year
male (08V); top right 2nd
year female @8); left
juvenile (Q8II).

/
W

- AJ& M

Goldfinch. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left ivale
right female (04).

(20

Goldfinch. Spring. Breast
pattern: top left 2nd year
male (08V); top right 2nd
year female @8); left
juvenile (Gg11).

Goldfinch. Spring. Tall
pattern: top left 2nd year
male (08V); top right 2nd
year female @8); left
juvenile (G8II).
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Goldfinch. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left nidle (20
right female (04).

Goldfinch. Spring. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left male (20
1V); right female {83.

Goldfinch.
Spring.  Adult.
Pattern of lesser
coverts: top

male  (20V);
bottom female
(041V).
Goldfinch. Spring. Upper-
part pattern: top left 2ng )
Goldfinch.

year male (6®); top right
2nd year female {08;
left juvenile (Q4l).

Spring. Pattern
of lesser co-
verts: top 2nd
year male (08
IVV); middle 2nd
year female (08
IV); bottom juve-
nile (03/11).
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Goldfinch. Winter. Adult. Fema )30

Goldfinch. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing (08
V).
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Goldfinch. Win-
ter. 1st year.
Head pattern:
top male (34l);
bottom female
(30X1).

Goldfinch. Winter. 1st year. Ma})(30

Goldfinch. Winter. Adult. Crown pattern: left Xxgle (30
right female (30).

Goldfinch. Win
ter. Adult. Heag
pattern: top
male  (3XI);
bottom female
(30X1).

Goldfinch. Winter. 1st year. Crown pattern: left-male (30
X1); right female {80).
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Goldfinch. Winter. Adult. Breast pattern: left xgle (30
right female (30).

Goldfinch. Winter. 1st year. Upperpart pattern: left male
(36XI); right female €80.

Goldfinch. Winter. 1st year. Breast pattern: left-male (30
X1); right female (80).

Goldfinch. Winter. Adult. Tail pattern: left méd)e (30
right female (30).

Goldfinch. Winter. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left-male (30
X1); right female {80).

Goldfinch. Winter. 1st year. Tail pattern: left Xxgle (30
right female 3@ .
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