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House Sparrow. Spring. Mal®/§03

HOUSE SPARR{(RPasser domestigus

IDENTIFICATION

1415 cm. General dun coloration, with chestr
perparts and g#esown underpart®lale with

chestnut head and grey crown; bladkehible
with cutting edge of upper mandible less curv
pe point ending slightly before eye; squar
rehead; diffuse supercilium only behind the ey
-browned coloured;-eaverts gresand coloured

pale and with great contrast with supercilium;

streaks on crown feathers pale and uniform;
without faint darkish streaks and dots; flanks
diffuse streaked, mantle sides with darker and
pronounced tramlines; uppertail coverts anc
feathers usually without faint darkish shaft s
undertail coverts with narrow greyish centre
almost restricted to shaft area; tertials with
browrreddish edges; lower scapulars with |
blackistbrown inner webs contrasting with
sandy outers, tips of median wing coverts n
whiteJuvenilessery similar temale

House Sparrow. Winter. Pattern of head and crown.

House Sparrow. Spring.
Male. Pattern of head,
crown and flank.
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House Sparrow. Female. Pattern of head, breast, feathers
of crown, flank, upperpart, undertail coverts, tertials, up-
pertail coverts and wing median coverts
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SIMILAR SPECIES

Femaldooks like a fem&@#affinch with white on ==

shoulders and tail.. Thalerecalls aree Spa-
rrow, which is smaller, has black cheek and
grey on head. Timalelooks like to tt&panish
Sparrowone, but easy to sepatgpimgdue to his
chesnut crown and streaked flanks, but more
in winter since these differences are hiteten:
les of both species are very similar and frec

indistinguisable dute to overlap of characteres]
calSpanish Sparrow fematan be recognized by

bill long and brebdsed; cutting edge of up
mandible curved; gape point roughly level w

edge of eye, steephaping forehead; broad super-

cilium both before and behind the eye, pale
coloured; eapverts dark grey, contrasting less

supercilium; shaft streaks on crown feathers
breast usually with faint darkish streaks and
flanks with diffuse streaked; mantle sides with

and pronounced tramlines; uppertail cover

rump feathers usually with faint darkish shaft st
1
S

undertail coverts with diffuse greyish centres;
with pale edges merging slightly more with le
ckish centres; lower scapulars with diffuse
brown inner webs and buffy outer webs; tips
dian wing coverts very white

Chaffinch. Fe
male

Tree
Sparrow

S

Spanish  Sparrow.
Male. Top left pattern
of head in spring; top
right pattern of head in
winter; left flank.

Spanish Sparrow. Female. Pattern of head, breast, feat-
hers of crown, flank, upperpart, undertail coverts, tertials,
uppertail coverts and wing median coverts.
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SEXING

Male with chestnut and grey head, black bi
intense chestnut lesser covegtaalenith dunner
aspect, lacks black on throat and breast and
coverts are light brown. Jowsile malesan be
sexed before moult because they have a dar
on throat, but some also with pale thrfshiike
les.

House Spa-
rrow. Spring.
Adult. Sexing.
Pattern  of

head: top

male; bottom
female

House Sparrow. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of wing coverts: top
male; bottom female.

AGEING

3 types of age fmalesand 2 fofemalescan be
recognized:
Juvenileresembles f@amalebut with loose feathers
House Spa- | 51 |east marked colours; with fresh feathers.
rrow. Winter. . .

1st year autumn/2nd year spriogly inmales

Adult. Sexing. X . ; .
Pattern 0% with proximal half of median coverts black, the distal
head: top half is white with black shaft; narrow brown edge on

male: bottom median alula; winter colour of crown gimpwn

female. and lores dark gr&8AUTIONdifferences in colour

of feathers on head dissapear with wear so they are
not useful Bpring/summeér

Adult femalewnith worn and compact plumage, with
contrasted colours dpring/summerMale with
proximal half of median coverts virtually all white, the
distal half with white shaft; broad rufous edge on me-
dian alula; iminterwith grey crown and black lores.
After th@ostbreeding/postjuvenilaoults, ageing
femaless not possible using plumage pattern.

House Sparrow. Juvenile. Sexing. Pattern of chin:|left male;
right male/female.
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House Sparrow. Male. Ageing. Pattern of alula: top adult;
bottom 2nd year

House Sparrow. Ageing. Wear of plumage: left ad
male; right juvenile

House Sparrow.
Winter.  Male.
Ageing. Pattern

of head: top
adult; bottom 1st
year

House Sparrow. Male. Ageing. Pattern of media
coverts: top adult; bottom 1st year

House Sparrow. Winter. Male. Ageing. Pattern of Crown:
left adult; right 1st year
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MOULT

Completgostbreedingand postjuvenilemoults,
usually finished early November.

PHENOLOGY

B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

House Sparrow. Spring. Femal¥)23

House Sparrow. Spring. 2nd year. Malg (03

House Sparrow. Spring. Juvenile. Male/fefugle (28

House Spa-
rrow. Spring.
Head pattern:
top adult male
(031V); middle
2nd year male
(031V); bottom
female (2B/).
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House Spa-
rrow. Spring.
Juvenile. Head / House Spa-
pattern:  top ' rrow. Spring.
male (1¥1); Pattern  of
bottom male/ : At crown feat-
female (281). hers: top adult
male (03V);
middle  2nd
year male (03
IV); bottom
female (2B/).

House Spa-
rrow.  Spring.
Juvenile. Pat-
tern of crown

House Sparrow. Spring. feathers:  top
Crown pattern: top adult majg R male  (1/1);
(031V); middle 2nd year mal ! | bottom male/
(031V); bottom female-(2R female (291).

House Sparrow. Spring.
Bib pattern: top adult male
(031V); middle 2nd year
male (03V); bottom fe-
male (23V).

House Sparrow. Spring. Juvenile. Crown pattern: |
(19VI); right male/female\(B8
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