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Spotless Starling. Spring. Adult. M. (22

SPOTLESS STARLI(Sturnus unicojor

IDENTIFICATION

Spotless  Starling

2022 cm. Black plumage, glossy and unspotted gpring. Adult. Pattern
summey duller and with pale spougniter yellow of wing, breast and
bill inbreedersdark irwinter short tailwing for- upperparts.
mula the 8th primary is the longest (sometimes ¢

and 9th similaduvenilesare grey brown; pale su-

percilium quite pronounced; cheek poorly mottled

dark .

ter. Wing formula and
pattern of breast and
upperparts.

Spotless Starling. Juvenile. Wing formula and head pat-
tern.
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SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls that of a mBlackbirdwhich has longe
tail and lacks glossy plumage or whiteCspots
mon Starlings very similar but has green and
ple gloss ibreedingplumage and wing feathe
have buff edgeluvenileof Common Starling

almost indistinguishable by plumage but with
supercilium poorly pronounced and cheek m
dark; wing formula is different being the 9th p
the longest.

Common
Starling.
Summer.

Common Starling. Juvenile. Wing formula and head
pattern.

Common Starling. Winter.
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SEXING

Iris uniformly dark browmahesand dark with :
narrow pale outer circldeimales In breeding
season, base of lower mandibldlgesymmales
and whitpinkish infemales (CAUTIONsome
adults retain the colours of sexual identificatic
ring thevinter).Most of thgivenilescan be sexed
by iris colouCAUTION: malemndfemalesmay
have dark brown iris, but fenhaleshave it with

the pale outer circle).

Spotless Star-
ling. Spring.
Sexing. Co-
lour of iris and
pattern of bill
top male;
bottom fe-
male

Spotless Star-
ling. Juvenile
Sexing. Co-
lour of iris: top
male; bottom
female.

Spotless

Starling.

Winter. Se-
xing. Colour
of iris: top
male; bottom
female

QD

Spotless Starling. Winter. Adult. Sexing. Length of the
longest throat feather: left male; right female.

Spotless Starling. Winter. 1st year. Sexing. Length of the
longest throat feather: left male; right female.

AGEING/SEXING

4 types of age can be recognized:

Juvenilewith grey brown plumage; whitish throat;
underparts with pale streaks; greyish bill.

1st year autumn/2nd year wintéth rounded tail
feathers; bill always deft&lewith dark and mode-
rately glossy plumage; body feathers with white
spots; length of the longest feathers in centre of lo-
wer throat 2B mmFemalewith duller plumage

and more spotted thmale length of the longest
feathers in centre of lower thre&8 dim.

2nd year springifficult to age safely due to wear of
tail feathers and the spotkrtt year females
usually with white spots (check undertail coverts).
Adult with pointed tail featherszimer malewith

glossy black plumage without pale spots; length of
the longest feathers in centre of lower thtthat 28
mm.Femalewith black plumage, except sometimes
some little pale spotted on belly and undertail co-
verts; length of the longest feathers in centre of lower
throat 27 mm. Ispring ageing is possible as
long as wear has not eliminated the shape of the tips
of the tail feathers; usually more glossgnthan
yearbirds but this characteristic is not easy to see if
both birds are not together to campare
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Spotless Starling. Ageing. Pattern of breast: left ad
juvenile.

Spotless Starling. Ageing. Pattern of upperparts: le
right juvenile.

Spotless Starling. Winter.
left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Female. Ageing. Pat
breast: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Male. Ageing. Pattern of upper-
parts: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Female. Ageing. Pattern of up-
perparts: left adult; right 1st year.

breast...
o 7

Spotless Starling. Winter. Male. Ageing. Pattern of the

fe undertail coverts: left adult; right 1st year.

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

1 5 8 Spotless Starlingturnus unicolor) <> aranzadi

J

zientzia elkartea

Spotless Starling. Winter. Female. Ageing. Patter
undertail coverts: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Male. Ageing. Pattern
central tail feather: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Female. Ageing. Pattern of the
central tail feather: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Male. Ageing. Pattern of the
outermost tail feather: left adult; right 1st year.

Spotless Starling. Winter. Female. Ageing. Pattern of the
outermost tail feather: left adult; right 1st year.
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MOULT

Completgostbreedingand postjuvenilemoults,
finished in October.

PHENOLOGY

eIV V| VEEVI VI X X[ X XN

B Summer visitorE Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Spotless Starling. Spring. Adult. Fermlg (23

Spotless Starling. Spring. 2nd year. Malg (23

Spotless Starling. Spring. Juvenile. Fervgle (30
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Spotless Starling. Spring. Adult. Head pattern an
of iris and bill: top malelii22bottom female-{Z3

Spotless Starling. Spring. 2nd year. Head patte
colour of iris and bill: top mald/f2Bottom female-(2
V)

Spotless Starling. Spring. Juvenile. Head pattern and co-
lour of iris and bill: top male/femalg; (BOttom female
(30V).

d colour

Spotless Starling. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left male

(22111); right female {23.

Spotless Starling. Spring. 2nd year. Breast pattern: left
male (28V); right female {23.

rn and

Spotless Starling. Spring. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left
male/female (Q; right female{g)D
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Spotless Star-
ling. Spring.
Adult.  Male:
tail pattern (12
V).

Spotless Star-

ling. Spring.

Adult. Female:
Spotless Starling. Spring. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left tail pattern (23
male (2:21); right female {23. V).

Spotless Star-
ling. Spring.
2nd  year.
Male: tail pat-
tern (23V).

Spotless Starling. Spring. 2nd year. Upperpart pattern: left
male (2V); right female {23.

Spotless Star-

ling. Spring.
2nd year. Fe-
male: tail pat-
tern (23V).
Spotless Starling. Spring. Juvenile. Upperpart pattern: left
male/female (3Q; right female{g)
8
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