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SIMILAR SPECIES

Iberian Chiffchafiias similar colours théitiow
Warbler rump cith the same colour thanaback

only 7th and 8th primaries have the same length.
Willow Warblehas yellow underparts, pale legs
and emarginated only from 6th priBayn e | | i 0 s
Warbler has white underparts and yellow rump.
Wood Warblehas 10th primary shorter than pri-
mary coverts and with contrast between the yellow
head and upper breast and pure white underparts.
Melodious Warbles bigger, with uniform yellow
underparts and broad bill on the base.

Common Chiffchaff. Spring, Aduil) (20

IDENTIFICATION

1112 cm. Brown olive upperparts, with brov
tinge; breast with yellow and rufous tinge; e
verts and neck with brgvayish tinge; rump mg
re yellow than back; dark legs; in wing, 6th, 7
8th primaries have the same length, 9th pr
has the same length than 3rd or between 3r
4th, emargination from 5th primary.

Common Chiffchaff. Patté
of breast, rump, wing form
and colour of legs.

Willow Warbler.

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus
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Wood Warbler.

Melodious Warbler.

http://blascozumeta.com

SEXING
Plumage of both sexes alike.
AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith very fresh plumage, without moult
limits.

1st year autumn/2nd year sprimgually with
contrast on greater coverts between moulted fresh
feathers and pajewvenileretained; if none has
been moulted then moult limit is between lesser
and median coverts; if all have been moulted con-
trast is between greater and primary coverts, within
tertials or between tertials and secondaries; check
also moult limits on tail feathers (they usually chan-
ge the central pair).

Adultinautumnwith all wing and tail feathers with
the same age, without moult lins{wing after
prebreedingmoult, both age classes may have
moult limits on wing and tadultwith unmoul-

ted flight feathers only slightly wo2ndngkar

birds with unmoulted flight feathers heavily worn.

Common Chiffchaff. Ageing. Moult limit on tail feat-
hers: left adult; right 1st year.

Common
Chiffchaff.
Ageing. Moult
limit on wing
coverts: top
adult; bottom
1st year.

http://www.aranzadi.eus
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MOULT

Completpostbreedingnoult, usually finished lat

October. Partipbstjuvenilemoult, involving bod

feathers, lesser and median coverts, none to al

ter coverts, note to all tertials and none to
feathers, but never primary coverts; usually fi

in September. Both age classes have a pegiabl
breedingmoult, between December and April, *

birds having no moult and others changing b
hers, some wing coverts, tertials and tail feath

Common
Chiffchaff.
Extent of

moult.
M Anvirds
[ Some birds

PHENOLOGY

P vy v v VIEVIE X X XX

B Summer visitorE Resident
W Wintering [10On passage

Common Chiffchaff. Spring. 2nd y<ky. (20

http://blascozumeta.com

postjuvenile |

Common
Chiffchaff.
Spring. Head
pattern: top
adult (24l);
middle 2nd
year (24l1);
bottom juve-
nile (18/11).

Common  Chiffchaff.
Spring. Breast pattern:
top left adult ¢H0);
top right 2nd year-(20
[l); left juvenile {18
VII).

http://www.aranzadi.eus
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Common Chiffchaff.
Spring. Tail pattern:
top left adult (RO;
top right 2nd year with
prebreeding moult-(20
[1); left 2nd year with
all juvenile feathers
(20111); bottom juveni-
le (18VII).

Common  Chiffchatff.
Spring. Upperpart pat
tern: top left adult -(20
[l); top right 2nd ye
(20111); left juvenile
asvi).

Common Chiffchaff. Spring. Adult: pattern of wing (04
-,

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus
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Common Chiffchaff. Spring. 2nd year:
wing (O3l1).

pat

Common Chiffchaff. Spring. 2nd year: pattern
(1 postjuvenile moult; 2 prebreeding melijt) (O

Common Chiffchaff. Spring. Juvenile: pattern
(osvii).

e Common Chiffchaff. Autumn. Adilif) (01

ofGanmgnon Chiffchaff. Autumn. 1st yegr (22
3

Chiffchaff.
tumn.
pattern:
adult

(13X).

http://blascozumeta.com
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Common

Au-

Head

top

(2X);
bottom 1st year
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Common Chiffchaff. Autumn. Breast pattern: )
adult (2X); right 1st yearfdB

Common Chiffchaff. Autumn. Upperpart pattern: left
adult (2X); right 1st year 4B

Common Chiffchaff.
Autumn. Tail pattern:
top left adult (X3; top
right 1st year with moul-
ted central pair of tail
feathers (0R); left 1st Common Chiffchaff. Autumn. Adult: pattern of wing
year with all juvenile| (3EX).

feathers (2Al).

Common Chiffchaff. Autumn. 1st year: pattern of
wing (2X).
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