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Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Mal¥)26

COMMON WHITETHR(@urruca communis

IDENTIFICATION

1315 cm. Brownish upperparts; pale underparts _
whiter on throat; wing coverts, tertials and seconc SPecta-
ries with buff edges; legs and bill palBigrey.

eding malewith grey headpn breeding male
femaleandjuvenilewith brownish head. WiRg766

Whitethroat.
Pattern of head,
tail and upper-
parts

SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls &pectacled Warbl&rith similar wing pat-
tern but smaller {12 cm; wing &3 mm).

cled
Warbler.
Female

SEXING

In spring adult malewith grey head; white throat;
breast with pinkish tinge; iris yeHuwish; lesser

wing coverts with grey cerfi@sale(manily2nd

year) without grey on headyhifé throat; breast
without pink tinge; iris gresyish; lesser coverts with
brown centre&dult femalesare similar ténd

year maleswith brown head tinged grewhiit

throat; iris brownish; breast creafihgr with faint
pinkish tinge; lesser wing coverts witbraywey
centres. GAUTIONwith many intermediate speci-
mens this species can be confidently sexed only in
extreme birds).

Inautumnsexes very similar, so sexing is very diffi-
cult and possible only for some extraleswith

grey on base of crown feathers; breast with pinkish
tinge; iris browanange; lesser coverts with grey
centre. Birds with other appearence may be indis-
tinctlymaleorfemale Juvenilesandlst yeambirds

cannot be sexed using plumage pattern.
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Whitethroat.
Sexing. Patterr
of head and iris

colour: top male;

bottom female

Whitethroat. Sexing. Pattern of breast: left male;
male

Whitethroat. Sexing. Pattern of lesser coverts: top
bottom female

>

AGEING

4 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith fresh plumage; iris greyish (an useful cha-
racteristic to ageing during all the autumn).

1st year autummith moult limit on wing within moulted
greater coverts, with dark buff edgegivanderetai-

ned with paler buff edgaSUTIONwithout moult limit if

all greater coverts have been moulted or all are unmoul-
ted); if outer tail feathers remain unmoulted, then with
pointed tips and the outermost with brownish tinge and
bad defined white edge; darlogoayn iris.

2nd year springvith unmoulted primary coverts, which
are very worn and bleached; sometimésveriite

retained greater coverts, very worn and bleached
(CAUTIONmoult limit within greater coverts also possible
in adulty; unmoulted flight feathers worn and bleached,
without bright; if there are retained tail feathers, then very
worn CAUTIONthese characteristics are not always
easy to see. Some bhirds have a complete prebreeding
moult being indistinguishableafitaity.

Adult in autumn with completpostbreedingmoult

without moult limits or, if suspended, with contrast in flight
feathers (mainly in secondaries) between fresh moulted
and worn and brown retained; iris reddish orange; outer-
most tail feather rounded and usually pure white or with
paler tip. Ispringwith wing feathers moderately fresh.

right fe-

Whitethroat.
Autumn. Ageing.
Colour of iris:
top adult; middle
1st year: bottom
juvenile.

male;
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Whitethroat. Autumn. Ageing. Moult limit on greater

Whitethroat.
Autumn. Ageing.
Pattern of the

outermost tail
feather: left
adult female;

right 1st year.

verts: top adult; bottom 1st year.

M Anvirds
[] Some birds

PHENOLOGY

Whitethroat.
Extent of
postjuvenile
moult.

vV V| VEVIHVIE X X

X1 Xl

B Summer visitor® Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

MOULT

Completgoostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
SeptemberCAUTIONsome birds suspend their

moult before migration to be finished in wintering
sites, so they have old and fresh flight feathers on

passage. Partjbstjuvenilemoult, involving body

feathers, lesser and median coverts, some inner or
all greater coverts and sometimes tertials and some
tail feathers; usually finished in September. Both age

classes have @ebreedingmoult very variable in

extension including no, some or all wing coverts and

no, some or most of the flight and tail feathers.

ethroat. Spring. Adult. FemaM)(23

Whit
CO-

Whitethroat. Spring. 2nd year. Md\é) (04
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Whitethroat.
Spring. Head
pattern and iris
colour: top
2nd year male
(041V); middle
2nd year fe-
male (28V);
bottom juveni-
le (15VI).

Whitethroat. Spring. Juvenig1j15

Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Crown pattern: left-male (26
1V); right female {23.

Whitethroat. Spring.
Crown pattern: top left
2nd year male (D4);
top right 2nd year female
(281V); left juvenile {15
VI).

Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Head pattern and iris
top male (2&); bottom female-(23
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Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Colour of base of crown feat-
hers: left male (R§; right female {(23.
Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left-male (26
1V); right female {23.

Whitethroat.
Spring. Adult.
Pattern of
lesser coverts:

Whitethroat.  Spring. K)/p_ makl)ett(26
Colour of base of crown f ); I 0 221
feathers: top left 2nd Isl)mae (

year male (@¥); top
right 2nd year female (28
1V); left juvenile {Z5.

Whitethroat.
Spring. Pattern
of lesser co-
verts: top 2nd
year male (04
IV); middle 2nd
year female
(281V); bottom
juvenile (25

VI).

Whitethroat. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
2nd year male (DA);
top right 2nd year femal(f ‘
(281V); left juvenile {15
V).
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Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left f\§te
right female (23).

Whitethroat.  Spring.
Tail pattern: top left 2nd
year male (6%); top
right 2nd year female
(281V); left juvenile {15
VI).

Whitethroat. Spring.
Upperpargt pattern: top
left 2nd year male -(04
IV); top right 2nd year
female (2B/); left juve-
nile (18/1).
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Whitethroat. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of-wing (04
V).

Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Upperparts pattern: le
(261V); right female {23.

Whitethroat. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing (28
V).

Whitethroat. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of wihg (15

Whitethroat. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern oflw)jng| (23
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Whitethroat. Autumn. Adult. Mald1{(B1

Whitethroat. Autumn. Head pattern and iris colour: top
adult male (4K); middle adult femaleVi3l); bottom
1st year (08lII).

Whitethroat. Autumn. Adult. FemaldIj31

Whitethroat.  Autumn.
Breast pattern: top left
adult male (4B); top
right adult female {31
VIII); left 1st year {05
VII).

Whitethroat. Autumn. 1st yearl{(D5
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