Javier Blasefumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

1 2 6 Sardinian Warbl@Curruca melanocephala) é(';oaranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Male. A&t (06

SARDINIAN WAREBL(Gurruca melanoceph
l2)

IDENTIFICATION

1314 cm; wing betweer6835nmAdult malewith
black cap going under the eyes; grey uppe
white underparfsdult femalevith grey cap; upp
and underparts brownish:riege red njaleg or
orangefémale$; pale legs; 10th primary from 1
mm longer than primary coveijtsvdniles male

Sardinian Warbler.
Juvenile. Pattern
of upperparts,
head and length
of 10th primary

greyer thaiemaleand with paler outermost tail feat- -

hers.

Sardinian Warbler. Adult. Pattern of head: top male;

bottom female.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Malerecalls a©rphean Warblevhich is bigger,

lacks red eyéng and has dark ledsvenilescan

be more difficult to detern8pectacled Warbler

has greater coverts, tertials and secondaries with
broad buff edges; some with wing shorter than 55
mm;Subalpine Warbléas paler upperparts; flanks
buff without grey; plumage is not fluffy; 10th primary
with the same length than primary coverts.

Orphean Warhler
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Subalpine Warbler

Spectacled Warbler

SEXING

Adult malewith black head and grey upperp
Adult femalewith greyish head and brown ug
parts. Some extrejueenilescan be sexed befo

theirpostjuvenilemoultmalewith greyish pattern;

outermost tail feathers dark glossy greyisile
with brownish pattern; outermost tail feathe
greybuffish.

Sardinian
Warbler.
Adult. Sexing.
Pattern of
upperparts:
top male;
bottom fe-
male

Sardinian Warbler. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of upperparts:
left male; right female.

Sardinian
Warbler. Ju-
venile.  Se-
xing. Pattern
of upperparts:
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top male;
bottom fe-
male
Y —
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Sardinian Warbler. Juvenile. Sexing. Pattern of th
most tail feather: left male; right female.

e

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
October. Partipbstjuvenilemoult involving body
feathers, lesser and median coverts, most or all grea-
ter coverts, tertials and may or all tail feathers; some
birds can have a complete moult; usually finished in
September. Both age classes havebeeeding

moult, between DecenMbarch, including some
inner greater coverts, tertials, inner secondaries and
Otlzi:ctitla;_eathers.

AGEING

Sardinian
4 age groups can be recognized: Warbler.
Juvenilewithout dark cap; iris dark; fresh plumag Extent  of
1st year autummisually with moult limit on wir postjuvenile
within greater coverts, tertials, secondaries or moult.
ries, recognizable by contrast between greyer

fresh moulted feathers and paler darkuwernile
retainedCAUTIONsomguvenileshave a comple

te postjuvenilanoult (so check iris colour). PHENOLOGY
2nd year springnly if somgivenileprimary co-
verts or flight feathers are retained, which will |be very

worn and bleached brown; reddish iris, som
tinged greyish.

Adultwithout moult limits on wAdJTIONthis is
true also witlpostjuvenile birds with complete
moult) ; iris reddish or orange.

CAUTIONin spring aftemprebreedingmoult, both
age classes have moult limits on wing, but bi
had a complefgostbreeding/postjuvenilenoult
have unmoulted primary coverts and flight fea
little worn and quite grey.

Sardinian
Warbler.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of head
and iris co-
lour: top adult
female, bot-
tom juvenile.
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Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Female. Ad{)lt (05
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Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Méle (05

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Female. 2ndy8ar (19

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Male. Juve¥ile (30

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Female. Juveiil (06

Sardinian
Warbler. Spring.

Adult. Head
pattern: top
male (0&/);

bottom female
(05V).

Sardinian
Warbler. Spring.
2nd year. Head
pattern: top
male (0%/);
bottom female
A9v).
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Sardinian
Warbler.
Spring. Juveni
le. Head pat-
tern: top male
(30VI); bottom
female (G¥II).

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left male (06
-V); right female {@h

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: |
(06V); right female {@p

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Tail pattern: left male
(05V); right female {1®

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Breast patt
male (O%); right female {9

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Juvenile. Breast patter Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Juvenile. Tail pattern: left male
male (3W1); right female {08). (36V1); right female {06).
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Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Adult. Upperparts patte
male (O&); right female {@h

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Juvenile. Upperpart pattern: left
male (3W1); right female {@81).

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Legs pattern: left-8ult (15
right juvenile @T1).

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Upperparts
left male (@8); right female {¢®

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of wing (06
V).
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Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern o Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Juvenile. Male: pattern of wing
(05V). (30VI).

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern

(05V). Sardinian Warbler. Spring. Juvenile. Female: pattern of

wing (O&11).

Sardinian Warbler. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of
wing (1%).

Sardinian Warbler. Autumn. Adult. M&d& (20
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