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Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Mal. (05

ZITTING CISTICO(Cisticola juncidis

IDENTIFICATION

1011 cm. Brown reddish upperparts, streake
rump reddish and unstreaked; brownish win

white band on secondaries; pale underparts; tai

hers with white tips except the central pair; le
bill pale brown.

Zitting Cisticola. Pattern of head, tail and upperpar

SIMILAR SPECIES

This species is unmistakable.

SEXING

Only irbreedingseasonmalewith black inside of
upper mandible; lower mandible grey with black tip;
crown unstreaked and uniformly dark Feovahe

with pink inside of upper mandible (sometimes dark
on sides); lower mandible pinkish; crown with diffu-
sed streaked bladBAUTIONbutside the breeding
seasoradultscannot be sexed using plumage cha-
racteristics or mouth colours). Size can be helpful in
extreme birdmale with wing longer than 56 mm;
femalewith wing shorter than 46 duweniles

cannot be sexed using plumage pattern.

Zitting Cisticola. Breeding season,. Sexing. Colour of bill:
top male; bottom female.

Zitting Cisticola. Breeding season,. Sexing. Colour inside
of upper mandible: left male; right female.
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MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
OctoberPostjuvenilemoult is very variable: early
hatching birds may have a commptait; late hat-

ching birds dist yearbirds breeding late summer
usually have a paniedult, retaining a variable num-
ber of outer primaries. Both age classes may have a
partiaprebreedingnoult (only in some birds) invol-
ving body feathers, some or all wing coverts, some
tertials, some inner secondaries and usually all tail
feathers, retaining sometimes the outer ones.

PHENOLOGY
Zitting Cisticola. Breeding season. Sexing. Pattern of

crown: left male; right female. Cln v v v vl x| x| x| xa

AGEING
3age groups can be recognized: B Summer visitor@ Resident
Juvenilewith fresh plumage; tail feathers, except the ® Wintering [0 On passage

central pair, with pale ochre tips.
1st year autumn/2nd year spromgy in birds with
partial moult, which have differences between fresh
moulted flight feathers and joemileretained.
CAUTIONTf postjuvenilemoult has been completé
thenlst yearbirds are indistinguishable dohrtts
(early hatching birds can breed since the
Summer).

Adult without moult limits; tail feathers, excep
central pair, withwwffite tips.
CAUTIONafterprebredingmoult in Spring bo
age classes may have moult limits.

D

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Fem#le (17

Zitting Cisticola. Ageing. Pattern of tips of the outer tail
feathers: left adult; right juvenile.
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Zitting Cisticola. Spring. 2nd year. Mé)e (18

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Juvenild1j20

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Head pattern and colour of
iris and bill: top male\{®5bottom female Y37

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Head pattern and colour of iris
and bill: top 2nd year mal&/[L&iddle 2nd year female
(0ZIV); bottom juvenile-V20.
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Zitting Cisticola. Spring.
Crown patter: top left
2nd year male (Y8
top right 2nd year fe-
male (01V); left juveni-
le (20VII).

Zitting Cisticola. Spring
Colour inside of upper
mandible: top left male
(05V); top right female
(28V1); left juvenile {20
VII).

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left male (05
-V); right female {¢Y.

Zitting Cisticola. Spring.
Breast patter: top left
2nd year male (V8
top right 2nd year fe-
male (01V); left juveni-
le (2evIl).

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Crown pattern: left
-V); right female {Zy.
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Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Upperpart patternd
(05V); right female {&Y.

Zitting Cisticola. Spring.
Upperpart patter: top left
2nd year male (Vg
top right 2nd year fe-
male (01V); left juveni-
le (20VII).

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left-male (05

V); right female {Y.

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of-wing (05

V).

Zitting Cisticola. Spring.
Tail patter: top left 2nd
year male (1 retained
juvenile feather) {18
top right 2nd year fe-
male (moulting all the
tail feathers) (O\); left
juvenile (2011).
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Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of wing (17
V). Zitting Cisticola. Spring. Juvenile: pattern ofMiing (20

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of win_%_(l o
juvenile feather; 2 postjuvenile feathéy) (18 Ziiting Cisticola. Autumn. AdeX)(25

Zitting Cisticola. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern ofzitlimg Cisticola. Autumn. 1st yeb)(02
(1 juvenile feather; 2 postjuvenile feath¥)) (01
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Zitting Cisti-
cola. Au-
tumn. Pat-
tern of head
and bill: top
adult (2X);

bottom 1st
year (02X).

Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Breast pattern: left-2Qlult (25
right 1st year (0%).

Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Upperpart pattern: left adult (25

Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Colour inside of upper ma X); right 1st year-{6g.

left adult (28); right 1st year{0Q.

Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Crown pattern: left-Xglult Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Tail pattern: left adylt (25
right 1st year (0%). right 1st year (0%).
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Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. Adult/1st year with complete
postjuvenile moult: pattern of wixdl(25

2 1
2 1
225111 1

Zitting Cisticola. Autumn. 1st year with partial postjuvenile
moult; pattern of wing-X06
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