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Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Malé) (27

COMMON BLACKEI{@urdus mergla

IDENTIFICATION

2426 cm. Dark plumage with lonlylsdd. black,
with bill and eyieg yellowFemalewith bill and
plumage brown; paler on underparenilesimi-
lar tdfemale but spotted and more reddish.

Blackbird. Male: pattern of breast, tail and wing. Blackbird. Juvenile: pattern of breast, tail and wing.

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasefumeta & Gekdichael Heinze

1 1 8 Common Blackbirn@urdus merula) <> aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

SIMILAR SPECIES

Malerecalls &potless Starlingith shorter tail an
bill never all yellodemaleandjuvenile different
fromThrushesby lacking white underp&emale
Blue Rock ThrusHhas similar size, but differn
pattern on flanks and underirtg. Ouzehas a
white patch on breast or, if missing, wing fe
with pale edges.
Blue Rock Thrush.
Female

Ring Ouzel.
Female

SEXING

Malewith black plumage; yellow bill (dgolrig

male3. Femalewith dark brownish plumage, with
olive tinge on upperparts; pale throat and breast with
spots or streaks; dull yelldwimlvn bill (dark in
youngfemale$. Somguvenilescan be sexed be-

fore theipostjuvenilemoultmale with deep black

tail featherdemale with browalive tail feathers
(CAUTIONmuch overlap and many cannot be se-
xed).

Blackbird. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of head and breast: left
male; right female.
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Blackbird. Juvenile. Sexing. Pattern of tail: left ma
female.

AGEING

r nber nized: : . .
?uavgeenﬁeorlégzz?)lezegr%%? bi? more reddish: Blackbird. Ageing. Pattern of wing coverts: top adult fe-
€ ' male; bottom juvenile.

spotted upperparts; wing coverts streaked pa
tips; brown blackish bill; fresh plumage.
1st year autumn/2nd year springh moult limit
between darker moulted wing coverts and
juvenileretained wing feathers, browner and
dark bill usually till December.

Adult without moult limits on wing feathers; hi
llow(male3 or browsgiellowishémale3.

Blackbird.  Au-
tumn. Male.
Ageing. Colour
of bill: top adult;
bottom 1st year.

Blackbird.  Au-
tumn. Female.
Ageing. Colour
of bill: top adult;

Blackbird. Ageing. Pattern of breast: left adult femalg bottom 1st year.

juvenile.
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Blackbird. Male. Ageing. Moult limit on wing cove
adult; bottom 1st year.

Blackbird. Female. Ageing. Moult limit on wing cov,
adult; bottom 1st year.

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
October. Part@bstjuvenilemoult involving body
feathers, lesser and median coverts and some inner
greater coverts; some birds can extend their moult to
all greater coverts, tertials, some secondaries and
rarely some tail feathers; usually finished in October.

Blackbird.
Extent of
postjuveni le
moult.

Al birds
[ some biras

rs: top

PHENOLOGY

V| V| VI{VIHVII X X | XX

B Summer visitorE Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

erts: top
Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Femalg.(09
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Blackbird. Summer. 2nd year. Malg. (27

Blackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Malé) (17

Blackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Femag.(17

Blackbird.
Summer.
Adult. Head
pattern and iris
colour: top
male (2¥);
bottom female
(09V).

Blackbird.
Summer. 2nd
year. Head
pattern and iris
colour: top
male (2¥);
bottom female
a7VI).

Blackbird.
Summer. Ju-
venile. Head
pattern and iris
colour: top
male (1¥1);
bottom female
(2#VI).
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Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Breast pattern: left-Yfale
right female (09.

Blackbird. Summer. 2nd year. Breast pattern: left m{

-V); right female {¢fj.

Blackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left
VI); right female {21j.

]

Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Tail pattern: left fgje
right female (09.

Blackbird. Summer. 2nd year. Tail pattern: left-male (27
V); right female {1j.

Blackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Tail pattern: left-male (17
VI); right female {21j.

Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Male: pattern of-Wipg (06

2
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Blackbird. Summer. Adult. Female: pattern ofWjing ((Blackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Male: pattern of-wing (17

V).

Blackbird. Summer. 2nd year. Male: pattern of\fying (%Tackbird. Summer. Juvenile. Female: pattern of wing (17
VI).

Blackbird. Summer. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wi
VI).

Blackbird. Winter. Adult. Mal¥)(13
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Blackbird.
Winter. Adult.
Head pattern
and iris colour:
top male (33
X); bottom
female (2X).

Blackbird.
Winter.  1st
year. Head
pattern and iris
colour: top
male (O1);
bottom female
(30X1).

Blackbird. Winter. Adult. Breast pattern: left £dgle (13
right female (3.

Blackbird. Winter. 1st year. Fema{g. (13
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Blackbird. Winter. 1st year. Breast pattern: left-male (13
X); right female X3

Blackbird. Winter. Adult. Female: pattern of-¥Xjng (13

Blackbird. Winter. Adult. Tail pattern: left ijeighd
female (X).

Blackbird. Winter. 1st year. Male: pattern of-¥jing (13

Blackbird. Winter. 1st year. Tail pattern: left £dgle
right female (3.

Blackbird. Winter. 1st year. Female: pattern ofXying (13

Blackbird. Winter. Adult. Male: pattern of ¥ing (13
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