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SIMILAR SPECIES

Similar téemaleandjuvenilesStonechatwithout
white supercilium and lacks white patch on base of
the tail feathers.

Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Mal&/{16
WHINCHA(Saxicola rubefra

IDENTIFICATION

1213 cm. Brown upperparts, spotted dark; he
white supercilium, whitenale yellowish ife-
male brown wing, with white patch on inner ¢
dark tail with white base.

Stonechat. Female

Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Pattern of head of male (
female (bottom) and tail.

Whinchat. Juvenile.
Pattern of head an
tail (Photos: Ottenb
Bird Observatory).

Stonechat. Juvenile.
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Whinchat. Whinchat.

Autumn. Se- Ageing. Pattern
xing. Pattern of head: top
of wing co- adult female;

bottom juvenile
(Photo: Ottenby
Bird Observa-

tory).

verts: top
male; bottom
female.

AGEING

5 types of age can be recognized: .
Juvenilewith fresh plumage; inside of upper Mg
ble pinkish or yellow.

1st year autumwith moult limit within darker m
ted inner greater coverts and paler r@a@ate
outer CAUTIONIf none greater covert moulte®®
then limit is within median coverts); iris colour A=rl . ,
grey; pale colour inside of upper mavidieleith Whlnc_:hat. Ageing. Pattern. of breast: left adult female; right
moulted inner median coverts almost all white; Juvenile (Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory).

greater coverts buffite but sometimes limited

shaft streakemalewith median and greater cove
without white or only at base.
Adult in autumnwithout moult limits on wing; i
colour brownish to clear brown; dark colour ir
upper mandibMalewith one or more inner medi
coverts completely whitemalesometimes with
some white on inner median coverts but ther
completely white. "
2nd year springvith worn flight feathers; iris
grey with only a trace of brown; some birds keej
colour inside of upper mandibleadatand2nd
yearhave wings with two generations of featherg
to prebreedingnoult, but @nd year malesoult
contrast between moulted inner greater cove
juvenileratained outer and primary coverts is \
distinct@AUTIONInfemalesthis moult limit is very
difficult to see). Whinchat. Autumn. Ageing. Colour inside of upper mandi-
Adultinspringwith flight feathers slightly worn; b ble: left adult; right 1st year.

sexes have moult limit between inner greater \coverts

and outer and primary coverts but is only slight in

malesand very difficult to sdfermales
CAUTIONageingemalesin springis sometimes
imposible.
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Whinchat. Autumn. Ageing. Pattern of tips of tail f
left adult; right 1st year.

Whinchat.
Autumn.
Male.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of pri-
mary coverts
top adult;
bottom  1st
year.

Whinchat.

Autumn.
| Female.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of pri-
mary coverts:
top adult;
bottom  1st
year.

1 1 3 /WhinchatSaxicola rubetra) <> aranzadi

eathers:

Whinchat. Spring. Ageing. Colour inside of upper mandi-
ble: left adult; right 2nd year.

Whinchat. Spring. Male. Ageing. Pattern of wing coverts:
top adult; bottom 2nd year.

http://blascozumeta.com

Whi nchat . Spring. Femal e. Ag €
coverts top adult; bottom 2n
4
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Whinchat. Spring. Male. Ageing. Pattern of prime
verts: top adult; bottom 2nd year.

Whinchat. Spring. Female. Ageing. Pattern of
coverts: top adult; bottom 2nd year.

MOULT

Completgoostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
September before migration. Ppasjuvenile

moult very variable involving body feathers, all or part
of lesser coverts, all or part of median coverts, none
to 7 inner greater coverts and, exceptionally, some
tail feathers; generally finished in September. Both
age classes havepaebreedingmoult including

body feathers, lesser and median coverts and often
some inner greater coverts.

Whinchat.
Extent of
postjuvenile
moult

] All birds
[] Some birds

ry co-
PHENOLOGY

IV V[ VEVIEVIE DX X | XX

B Summer visitorE Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Jriwg\ipchat. Spring. Adult. Femal¥)(16
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Whinchat. Spring. 2nd year. Femdié) (16

Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. MaldIj3®hoto: Ottenby, £

Bird Observatory)

Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. Femal#Ij0@Photo: Ot-

tenby Bird Observatory)

Whinchat.
Spring. Adult.
Head pattern:
top male (16
1IV);  bottom
female (16
V).

Whinchat.
Spring.  2nd
year. Head
pattern:  top
male (16V);
bottom female
(aelv).
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Whinchat.
Spring. Juve-
nile. Head
pattern:  top
male (3WI1I)
(Photo: Otten-
by Bird Ob-
servatory);
bottom female
(04-VI1I1l)
(Photo: Otten-
by Bird Ob-
servatory).

Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left #vgle
right female (18).

Whinchat. Spring. 2nd year. Breast pattern: left m
IV); right female {14.

Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left-male (30
VIl) (Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory); right female (04
VIII) (Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory).

(16
Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left-male (16
1V); right female {14.

Whinchat. Spring. 2nd year. Upperpart pattern: left male
(161V); right female {14.
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Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. Male; tail patteviig¢ (30
(Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory).

Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. Upperpart pattern: left male
(36VIl) (Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory); right female
(04VIIl) (Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory).

Whinchat. Spring. Juvenile. Female: tail paftéi) (04
(Photo: Ottenby Bird Observatory).

Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left risle
right female (18).

Whinchat. Spring. Adult. Colour inside of upper mandible:
left male (U&); right female {16.

Whinchat. Spring. 2d year. Tail pattern: left #gte |(16 ) o )
right female (18). Whinchat. Spring. 2nd year. Colour inside of upper mandi-

ble: left male (1¥); right female {14.
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