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Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Mal)(27

GREY WAGTAMotacilla cinedea

IDENTIFICATION

1718 cm. Grey upperparts; white and yellow

partsMalein breedingplumage with black bib an ;' checking the brood patch or cloacal protuberan-

deep yellow underpdamalevery similar but wi
blackish bib; pale legs.

Grey Wagtail. Pattern of
upperparts and legs.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls &ellow Wagtaihich has yellow greenish

upperparts and dark legs.

SEXING

In spring withbreedingplumageadult maleand

few2nd year malewith black bib (sometimes tip-

ped whitish); blackish lores; usually with forehead

and crown grey, with some feathers tipped green.

Adult femalenay have white throat, sometimes with

a blackish tinge, or black throat with a whitish

mottling; greyish lores; forehead and crown green

grey2nd year malesually with a white mottled on

throat similar tadult female 2nd year female

always with whitish thraal{TIONsome&emales

have black throat bkrilt malesand fev2nd year

malesmay have whitish throat simiéaiuto fema-

les) Inwinter althougimalestend to be more ye-

llow thafemales both sexes are so similar and the

overlap is so great that a safely sexing is not possible

using plumage pattduvenilescannot be sexed.

NOTE:due to variability, sexing is very complicated
u using only plumage characteristics, so techniques

ce can often be a decisive help. Snd ofear
birds can be determined only confirming before the
age using the study of moult.

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Sexing. Pattern of head and throat:
top male; middle female with dark throat; bottom female
with pale throat.
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AGEING

4 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith fresh plumage; underpartsvHitef

base of bill pale.

1st year autumn/2nd year wintgth moult limit
between moulted fresh inner greater coverts and
worn paler outprvenileretained; if none greater
covert has been moulted then moult limit is bewteen
lesser and median wing coverts; if all greater coverts
have been moulted then moult limit may be within
tertials, within alula feathers oCHITIONthe

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Sexing. Pattern of crown: left AR greater covgrt_s ha_ve a different _pattern and
right female. _S|mu1§1te a moult limit); flight fea'ghers will be always
juvenileand more decolored thamluits

2nd year springnly in birds with wing with three
feather generations; flight feathers decolored brown
and tail, if unmoulted, quite worn.

Adult with yellow underparts; black kalitumn

without moult limits on wirgpring aftemprebre-
edingmoult, have two ages of featGAtITION:

the innermost greater coverts have a different pattern
and simulate a moult limit); flight feathers dark and
tail quite fres®@AUTIONafterprebreedingmoult

ageing is not always possible; birds with two genera-
tions of feathers maydaltor2nd yeabirds.

Grey Wagtail.
Spring. Sexing.
Adult. Pattern of
throat: top left male;
top right female with
dark throat; left fe-
male with pale
throat.

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Ageing. Pattern of head: top female

. . with gale throat; bottom juvenile.
Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Pattern of throat: left male;

right female.
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Grey Wagtail. Spring. Ageing. Limit of moult on

coverts: top adult; middle 2nd year; bottom juvenile.

Grey Wagtail. Winter. Ageing. Limit of moult on
coverts: top adult; bottom 1st year.

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
September. Partipbstjuvenile moult involving

body feathers and lesser and median coverts; there
are birds moulting none, some inner or all greater
coverts, none to all tertials and often some tail feat-
hers; usually finished in September. Both age clas-
ses have arebreedingmoult acquiringeeding
plumage and changing some inner greater coverts,
none to all tertials and some tail feathers.

G r ey
Wagtail.
Extent of
postjuveni le
moult.
B Todos los ejemplares
[ Algunes ejemplares
PHENOLOGY
Pl VIVIVIVI]|I X | XX

B Summer visitorE@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Female with dark throat (27
g V).
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Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Mg (05

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Female (). Grey Wagtail. Spring: Adult. Pattern of head: top male (27
1V); middle female with dark threit)(Zbttom female
with pale throat {@h
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Grey

Wagtail.
Spring.
Adult. Pat-
tern of
head: top
2nd  year
male (0%);

middle 2nd
PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE | year female
(; bottom
juvenile (65
V)

PICTURENOT AVAILABLE

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Pattern of throat: top
left 2nd year male-(05
V); top right 2nd year
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Crown pattern: left male (27
Spring. Adult. Pat- -1V); right female {%/3.

tern of throat: top left
male (21V); top
right female with
dark throat (2V);
left female with pale
throat (0%).
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PICTURENOT AVAILABLE
PICTURENOT AVAILABLE

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
2nd year male (U%,
top right 2nd vyear
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Crown pattern: top left
2nd year male (0%

top right 2nd year
female (); left juvenile

(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left male
Adult. Breast pattern: (2°#IV); right female {¥73.

top left male (@V);
top right female with
dark throat (2V); left
female with pale
throat (0%).
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Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Underpart pattern: top
left 2nd year male-(05
V); top right 2nd year
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Upperpart pattern: top
left 2nd year male-(05
V); top right 2nd year
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Underpart pattern: lefi Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left-tugje (27
(271V); right female (7. right female (V).
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PVTRENTARLAEE PR NTARLAEE

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Pattern of undertall
coverts: top left 2nd
year male (6§); top
right 2nd year female
(); left juvenile (@%

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Tail pattern: top left
2nd year male (U%,
top right 2nd vyear
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Pattern of tertials: left male

) ) | (27FV); right female {%/3.
Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Pattern of undertail cc

left male (2¥); right female (/3.
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Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of wing co-
verts (21V).

Grey Wagtail. Spring.
Pattern of tertials: top Grey Wagtall. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of wing co-
left 2nd year male-(05 verts (0%).

V); top right 2nd year
female (); left juvenile
(05V)

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing
coverts ().

y @ # e

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of wing| c Grey Wagtail. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of wing coverts (05
(27V). -V).
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1 0 1 ‘Grey WagtaiMotacilla cinerea) é(")o aranzadi
PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

2 Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing ().

Grey Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of w
V).

Grey Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of w
V).

nd>(By Wagtail. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of-Wjng (05

ing (05
Grey Wagtail. Winter. AduXI08
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Grey
oS Wagtail.
Grey Wagtail. Winter. 2nd yedi) (02 Winter.
Breast pat-
tern: top
adult (08
XIl); bottom
2nd  year
(oz21).

Grey Wagtail. Winter. Head pattern: top ail);
bottom 2nd year {02

Grey Wagtail. Winter. Crown pattern: left adl}t (0! Grey Wagtail. Winter. Upperpart pattern: left-éjt (08
right 2nd year (Dp right 2nd year (Dp
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