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Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Md\é) (22

WESTERN YELLOW WAG (Motacilla fla
va)

IDENTIFICATION

1617 cm. Yellowish underparts; ‘oloxenupper-
parts; long tail, brown with white edges; dark
subspecieberiag malein breedingplumagevith
grey head and white superchiemaleandjuve-
nilesare duller.

Yellow Wagtail. Patter
of upperparts and legs.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls &rey Wagtailbut this species has g
upperparts and pale legs.

Grey Wagtail. Winter

lc SEXING

In breedingplumagemale with grepluish crown;

white supercilium; underparts deep Yalnale

with greprown crown; dull white supercilium; under-
parts dull yellow with some dark spots on breast.
Afterpostbreedingmoult,male with bright yellow
underparts and grey bluish cfemajewith throat

and breast whitish buff; dull yellow underparts. After
postjuvenilemoultlst year malés very similar to

adult femalso it is necessary first a correct ageing;
1st year maledave underparts more yellow than
1st year femaleswvhich have whitish underparts.
CAUTIONIast hatchethalesmoult later and re-

sembléemales

Yellow
Wagtail.
Spring.
Sexing.
Pattern of
head: top
male; bot-
tom female.
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AGEING
Yellow
Wagtail. Au-
tumn. Ageing
and sexing.

4 types of age can be recognized:
Juvenilewith fresh plumage; dull colours; dar
rrow collar on upper breast.

1st year autummvith moult limit between mou 1st  year.
fresh greater covers and tertials and worn Pattern  of
juvenileretained; if all greater coverts are unm head.: top
limit is between median and lesser coverts; ffgf‘r!giebwom

greater coverts have been moulted limit is b
tertials; tail feathers worn; sometimes without
2nd year springimilar tadult so ageing is on
possible in birds which retajoivenile greater
coverts so little worn that they show the white
on the tip.

Adultin autumnwithout moult limits; with fresh fligh
feathers and greater coverts with olive yellowish
ges and tips; $pringwith greater coverts with diffu-
se edges and not white.
CAUTIONafterprebreedingmoult ageing is not
always possible.

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. Ageing and sexing. Adult. Pattern
of undertail coverts: left male; right female.

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Ageing. Pattern of head
breast: left adult female; right juvenile.

Yellow
Wagtail. Au-
tumn. Ageing
and sexing.
Adult. Pattern
of head: top
male; bottom
female.

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. Ageing and sexing. 1st year.
Pattern of undertail coverts: left male; right female.
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MOULT

Completpostbreedingmoult, usually finished Iz
September; some birds can suspend the mo
finish it in their wintering quarters. [Ragtjaveni-
le moult including body feathers and lesser ar
dian coverts; some birds can change some
greater coverts and some or all tertials; usuall
hed early September. Between February anc
both types of age haverebreedingmoult acqui-
ring breeding plumage, changing all or some
greater coverts, tertials and tail feathers.

Yellow Wagtail.
Extent  of
postjuvenile
moult

PHENOLOGY

LIV VI VEVHVI X X XX

B Summer visitor @ Resident
W Wintering [10On passage

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Femilg (26

116

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. MAl (02

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Ferd&lg (02

Yellow Wagtail. Juvenile/80
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Yellow
Wagtail.
Spring.
Adult. Head
pattern: top
male (26
1V); bottom
female (26
V). Yellow Wagtail. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
2nd year male (D2);
top right 2nd year female
(021V); left juvenile {30
VII).
Yellow
Wagtail.
Spring. Head

pattern:  top
2nd year male
(021V); midd-
le 2nd vyear
female (02
IV);  botom
juvenile (30
VII).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Upperparts pattern: left male
(261V); right female (26.

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left male (26
IV); right female {24.
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Yellow Wagtail. Spring.
Upperparts pattern: top
left 2nd year male-(02

top right 2nd year female
(021V); left juvenile {30
V).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring.
Underparts pattern: top
left 2nd year male-(0%

top right 2nd year female
(021V); left juvenile {30
V).

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gekllichael Heinze

101 Western Yellow Wagtaibtacilla flava) <> aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Yellow Wagtail. Spring.
Pattern of undertail co-
verts: top left 2nd year
male (02Vv); top right
2nd year female {(82;
left juvenile (301).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Underparts pattern:
(261V); right female {(26.

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Pattern of undertail coverts:
left male (2&); right female {26. Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of-wing (02
V).

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gekllichael Heinze

1 0 1 Western Yellow Wagt@ibtacilla flava)

A

- aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of y
V).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of
-1V).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern
(021V).

Yellow Wagtail. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of-Mihg (30

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. Adult. M&l§.(01

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. Adult. Femi{g. (14

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. 1st year. M. (14
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Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. 1st year. FemZ)e (14

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. Adult. Breast pattern: left male
(021X); right female (4.

Yellow
Wagtail.
Autumn.
Adult. Head
pattern: top
male (14
IX); bottom
female (01
IX).

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. 1st year. Breast pattern: left male
(OHIX); right female {2ir).

Yellow Wagtail. Autumn. 1st year. Head pattern: ti \ng{gy\:e}/tv;%% Iénggi?rpl?%eﬁnd;;g.&z?)ttem of undertail co-
(0HIX); bottom female-{an). ' N9 '

L
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