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Water Pipit. Spring. Pattern of head, breast, legs and flank.

Water Pipit. Spring. Aduit\(p4

WATER PIPIT (Anthus spinolétta

IDENTIFICATION

1617 cm. Upperparts grey brown; pale superc
outer tail feathers with white patches; dark leg
summer grey head; black bill; pinkish breast wi
streaks; invinter brown head; bill with yellowis
base; whitish breast with distinct streaks.

Tawny Pipit

Water Pipit. Winter. Pattern of head, breast, legs a
Pipit

SIMILAR SPECIES
This is the orflypit in Aragon with dark legs.
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SEXING

Plumage of both sexes alikefetmates are on
average more brownish tinged on nape, crowsg
earcoverts thammales, which are more gr¢
(CAUTION: sexing using only plumage pattern
advisable). Size can be helpful in extreme
male with wing longer than 91 femaje with wing
shorter than 87 mm.

Water Pipit. Ageing. Pattern of tips of primaries: top adult;
Water Pipit. bottom 1st year.

Spring. Se-

xing. Pattern

of head: top

male; bottom

female Water Pipit.
Winter.
Ageing. Pat-

tern of wing
coverts:  top
adult; bottom
1st year.

AGEING

4 types of age can be recognized:

Juvenile with very fresh plumage; breast strea
1st year autumn/2nd year winter with moult limi
between moulted wing coverts, with buff edges and
fresh, and the retained ones, paler and wo 5
moult limit can be found between lesser and

coverts, between median coverts, greater C
tertials or tail feathers); unmoulted tail feather
primaries pointed.

2nd year spring with primaries, unmoulted wi
coverts and tail feathers more worn #maritin
(CAUTION: inspring all ages have moult limits,
only2nd year birds have three generations of
hers).

Adult in winter similarto 1st/2nd year but without
moult limits on the wing; all tail feathers fresh
ries rounded. $pring with unstreaked and pinki
breast similar 2od year; with two ages of feathg
on wing, but old feathers always less worn

2nd year birds.

CAUTION: pattern of inner and outer greater cg
is different and can simulate a moult limit.

<

Water  Pipit.
Spring.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of wing
coverts:  top
adult; bottom
1st year.
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MOULT

Completgostbreeding moult, usually finished |
September. Partipbstjuvenile moult including
body feathers, most lesser coverts, usually nc
median coverts and, sometimes, some inner

coverts, some tertials and central tail feathers;

hed between August and September. From J
to March, both types of age hawebeeeding
moult changing body feathers (acquire breed
mage) and some median coverts, some inner
coverts, some tertials and sometimes the cer
feathers.

Water  Pipit.
Extent  of
postjuvenile
moult.

W Al birds
[] Some birds

PHENOLOGY

vV VEVIVI X X XX

B Summer visitorE Resident
W Wintering [10On passage

Water Pipit. Spring. 2nd yedW({j04

Water Pipit. Spring. Juvenit¢/l(p5

Water Pipit. Spring. Head pattern: top adgtt rfddd-
le 2nd year (9¥); bottom juvenile-YOB.
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~ Water Pipit. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
adult (04V); top right 2nd
year (04V); left juvenile
(o5Vil).

Water Pipit. Spring. Tail
pattern: top left adult (04
-IV); top right 2nd year
(041V); left juvenile (05
-VII).

Water Pipit. Spring. Upr
perpart pattern: top lef
adult (04V); top right 2nd
year (04V); left juvenile
osVvi).

Water Pipit. Spring. 2nd year: pattern of wing ceverts (04
V).
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Water Pipit. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of wing ce
VII).

Water Pipit. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of Wil (05

10141 Water Pipit (Anthus spinoletta)

Water Pipit.
Winter.
Head pat-
term:  top
adult (25
XIl); bottom
1st year (25
Xil).

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gekllichael Heinze

10141 Water Pipit (Anthus spinoletta)

A

- aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Water Pipit. Winter. Breast patterm: left axi)t (Rt
1st year (28ll).

Water Pipit. Winter. Upperparts pattern: left adi)]t
right 2nd year (0h

Water Pipit. Winter. Pattern and wear of tail: left a
XII); right 1st year-K19).

Water
Pipit. Win-
ter. Pattern
of prima-
ries: top
adult (25
XI);  bot-
tom 1st
year (25
Xll).

Water Pipit. Winter. Wear of tertials: left axilf (@t
1st year (28l1).

dult (25
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Water Pipit. Winter. Adult: pattern of median ceverts (25
Xil).

Water Pipit. Winter. 1st year: pattern of median coverts (25
-XIl.

Water Pipit. Winter. Adult: pattern of witg.(25

Water Pipit. Winter. 1st year: pattern of ¥hy (25

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



