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Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Male/{07

EUROPEAN BHEATERMerops apiasyer

IDENTIFICATION

2729 cm. Reddish chesthut crown and
mantle; rump golden yellow; green tail and
parts; yellow throat and eyes covered by a
band; black and curved bill; reddish iris.

Beeeater. Adult. Pattern ¢
head and upperparts.

SIMILAR SPECIES

This species is unmistakable.

SEXING

Malewith central greater, median and lesser coverts
rufous chestnah both webs of the feather; chestnut
reddish upperpafemalewithout chestnut on wing

or with only a little (usually confined to greater and
median coverts); cental greater coverts with chestnut
only on outer webs which have greenish blue edge,
inner webs green; chestnut green upperparts
(CAUTIONsome birds cannot be sexed due to co-
lour overlap; summer,afterpostbreedingmoult,

both sexes have greenish body feathers). Some ex-
tremguvenilebirds can be sexetklewith chest-

nut crown and nape; golden upperparts; central wing
coverts and secondaries tinged chdstmgle

ulwith greenish crown and nape; greenish upperparts;

y central wing coverts and secondaries dull green.

Beeeater. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of wing coverts and se-
condaries: top male; bottom female.
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Beeeater. Juvenile. Sexing. Pattern of wing cover

secondaries: top male; bottom female.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:
Juvenilewith dull green feathers on nape anc
perparts; all tail feathers with the same length
central pair without elongated tips; dark browr
brown iris.
2nd yearsimilar tadults (including elongated ce
tral tail feathers), but can be recognized by the
nedjuvenileprimary coverts, which will be worr
bluish contrasting with the greenish neighk
feathers; always all primaries with the samé
and colour.
Adult with chestnut feathers on nape and U
parts; central pair of tail feathers with well de
elongated tips; greenish primary coverts withc
trast with neighbouring feathers; reddish iris;
ries of birds which started their moult in br
areas with differences in wear and colour.

8 4 European Beeater(Merops apiaster)
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 Beeeater. Ageing. Pattern of upperparts: left adult; right
i) juvenile.
1 and

Beeeater. Ageing. Length of central tail feathers: left
adult; right juvenile.
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MOULT

Completpostbreedingmoult, starting in July with
body feathers; some birds change some inner prima-
ries in their breeding &reas, suspended before migra-
tion and then finished in wintering sites; others do no
start wing moult until arriving in winter quarters.
Postjuvenilenoult is almost complete hut/athi-

le primary coverts remain unmoulted; flight feathers
are never moulted in breeding areas. Both age clas-
ses have prebreedingnoult confined to body and
wing coverts acquiring breeding plumage.

PHENOLOGY

' , D = FLERE NV IVIIVIVIITEXYX | XEXII
Beeeater. Ageing. Pattern of primary coverts: top adult;

bottom 2nd year.

B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Mai¥)(07

Beeeater. Ageing. Pattern of primaries: top adult with
suspended moult; middle adult with no suspended moult;
bottom 2nd year.
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Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Femal@) (07

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Head pattern: top méle (
bottom female (09

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Head pattern: top mal
V); bottom female-{07

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Crown pattern: left mgte (07
right female (Q9.

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Crown pattern: left male (07
V); right female {@Y.

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Breast pattern: left m\gte (07
e (yht female (&9.
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Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Breast pattern: left male (

V); right female {@Y.

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left - mal

V); right female (@2

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Upperpart pattern: le
(O7V); right female {@Y.

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left m&le (07
right female (Q9.

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Tail pattern: left Aivdje (07
right female (&/).

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of primary coverts
(ORV).

i I%‘ggaeater. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of primary co-
verts (0Y).
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Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of prim
verts (O¥).

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of [
coverts (QV).

e |

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of primaries i

with suspended moulk\(D7

=

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of primaries (07
V).

2

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of primaries
(07V).

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of secondaries (07
V).

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of primaries in

bird without suspended moult)(09
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Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of seco
(09V).

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of seco
(07V).

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of wing in bird with
suspended moult40)7

J

Beeeater. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of wing in bird
without suspended mou/{j09

-

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing (07
V).

Beeeater. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of seconda-

ries (OV).
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Beeeater. Summer. Juvenile. MallI()6

Beeeater. Summer. Adult. FemalI(}6 Beeeater. Summer. Juvenile. FemaldI(1L6

Beeeater. Summer. 2nd year. FemaldI(jL6

Beeeater.
Summer.
Adult. Head
pattern: top
male (20
VIII); bottom
female (16
V).

Beeeater.
Summer.
2nd  year.
Head pat-
tern: top
male (16
VIII); bottom
female (16
VIII).
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