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Nightjar. Adult. MalelXy

EUROPEAN NIGHTJAEaprimulgus eurc
paeuy

IDENTIFICATION

2327 cm.; wing B8 cm. Grey brown plumage;

grey brown wings and tail, with white patc
male brown neck, with some white patches on
yellow buff underparts, strongly streaked tran

Nightjar. Pattern of head
and nape.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Very similar Rednecked Nightjamwhich is bigge
(36340 cm, wing length68cm) and has a rus
red neck band.

Rednecked Nightjar

—

).

SEXING

Inadults malewith two outermost tail feathers with

a white patch on tips size@®R20nm; the three
outermost primaries with a broad white patch on in-
ner webFemalelacks white patches on wings
(some birds have yellowish patches) and have a na-
rrow and marmorated patch siZedhi® on the
outermost tail featherguveniles only somma-

les can be safely sexed: the two outermost primaries
with large buff patches, usually the outermost larger
than the others; the two outermost tail feathers with
broad buff patch on inner i@dJTIONbirds with

two outermost primaries with narrow pale patches
and two outer tail feathers with a narrow pale patch
can be of both sexes.

Nightjar. Sexing. Adult. Pattern of the outermost tail feat-
hers: left male; right female.

Nightjar. Sexing.
Adult. Pattern of
the outermost
primaries: top
male; middle and
bottom females.
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Nightjar. Sexing. Juvenile. Pattern of the outermost
feathers: left male; right male/female.

Nightjar. Sexing.
Juvenile. Pattern
of the outermost
primaries:  top
male; bottom
male/female.

Nightjar. Ageing. Pattern of the central tail feather: left
adult female; right juvenile.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:
Juvenilewithout white patches on primaries ar
feathers so resemblesdult femalgbut recogni
zable by very fresh plumage with all wing fea
single age; alula, primary coverts and seco
with a thin buff edge at tips; tail feathers with
shaped dark marks; outer tail feather narro
rounded tip and dark marks near. the tip

2nd yearonly in birds with retaijuegnileprima-
ries or secondaries, usually shorteadhtfeat-
hers: sometimes coverts under alula ands®m
nilealula feather unmoulted.
Adult with alula, primary coverts and secondz Nightjar. Ageing. Pattern of the outermost tail feather: left
with dark tips; coverts under alula and alula fe: adult female; right juvenile.

moulted and without moult limits; worn flight feauicis,

if there are two generations of flight feathers both are

withadultpattern and similar lengthult malewith
white patches on wing andatiillt femalewith
outer tail feather broad, with square tip and without
dark marks near the tip.
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Nightjar. Ageing. Pattern of secondaries: left adu
juvenile.

MOULT

Completepostbreedingand postjuvenilemoults
starting in July in breeding areas, suspended
migration and finished in wintering sites; the
of feathers moulted in Europe is very variabl
birds changing all body feathers and tertials t
with no moult. Both age classes can leave un
secondaries; sofuwenilebirds can have unmo
ted primaries too.

PHENOLOGY

XX

B Summer visitor @ Resident
W Wintering [10On passage

Nightjar. Adult. Female(R8
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Nightjar. Juvenile. Male/femail|}2
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Nightjar. Adult.
Head pattern:
top male (04
IX); bottom
female (28).

Nightjar. 2nd
year. Head
pattern:  top
male (0X/D);
bottom female
(22V).

Nightjar. Juve-
nile. Head
pattern:  top
male (1&/111);
bottom male/
female (12
VIII).

Nightjar. Adult. Breast pattern: left m&g; (Gght fe-
male (2&/).

Nightjar. 2nd year. Breast pattern: left mdlg (i@ght
female (2Y).

Nightjar. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left rali)(1Ryht
male/female A2II).
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Nightjar. Juvenile. Upperpart pattern: left Rvwdl8; (12
right male/female-{d12).

Nightjar. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left (g (@ht
female (289).

Nightjar. Adult. Male: pattern of tail and the outermost
tail feather ().

Nightjar. 2nd year. Upperpart pattern: left Avd)e (02
right female (4.
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Nightjar.
Adult. Fe-
male: pat-
tern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(28V).

Nightjar. 2nd
year. Male:
pattern  of
tail and the
outermost
tail feather
(o2vl).

Nightjar. 2nd

year. Fe-
male: pat-
tern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(22V).

Nightjar. Ju-
venile. Male:
pattern of tail
and the outer-
most tail feat-
her (12/111).

Nightjar. Ju-
venile. Male/
female: pat-
tern of tail and
the outermost
tail feather
(az2vii.

Nightjar. Adult. Male: pattern of akv§.(11
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