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SEXING

Malewith base of inner web of secondaries whitish;
longer feather of alula with whitish outer edge and a
maximum of three transversal bars; underwing co-
verts very pale, sometimes all Whitealewith

base of inner web of secondaries buff; longer feather
of alula with buff outer edge and usually with four
transversal bars; underwing coverts palevauff.
nilescan be sexed according to the same described
characteristic€AUTION sexing using colour of
face and body feathers is not safely due to overlap.

Longeared Owl. Male {05

LONGEARED OWASIo otus

IDENTIFICATION

=

3539 cm. Grey brown or grey reddish uppe
brown tinged; buff underparts; beddish fligh
feathers; reddish tail with brownish barred; long®
black bill; orange eyes.

Longeared Owl: iris colour
and wing pattern.

Longeared Owl. Sexing. Pattern of the inner web of se-
condaries: left male; right female.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Shorteared Owhas similar size and plumage
tern but with yellow eyes and black tips on win

Shorteared
Oowl

Longeared Owl. Pattern of the longest feather of alula: top
male; bottom female.
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Longeared Owl. Sexing. Pattern of underwing cove
male; bottom female.

AGEING

3 age classes can be recognized:
Juvenilewith primary coverts with three or four
primaries with the last dark bar near the tip; se
ries usually with seven or eight bars, the last n
tip; tail feathers with white or gre@AIpT(ON:
pale tip can be missing due to wear).

2nd year autumn/3rd year spramdy in birds wit

retaineguvenilesecondaries which will have a dif

rent barred pattern than the moulted neigh
adulttype.

Adult with primary coverts with two or three
primaries with the last dark bar far from tip; se
ries usually with five or six bars, the last far fr
tip; tail feathers with grey and spotted tip; if th
two generations of flight feathers bottachdve
pattern.

Longeared
& Owl. Ageing.
» N Pattern of pri-
™ mary coverts:
. top adult; bot-
© tom juvenile.

Longeared Owl. Ageing. Pattern of tip on tail feathers: left
adult; right juvenile.

b Longeared Owl. Ageing. Number of bars on secondaries:
C left adult; right juvenile.

Longeared Owl. Ageing. Pattern of primaries: top adult;
bottom juvenile.
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MOULT

Completpostbreedingnoult, usually finished in
tober. Partiglostjuvenilemoult involving only bo
feathers and lesser, median and greater wing
flight feathers and tail are changed in the
postbreedingmoult. CAUTION:some birds, bot
adultsand2nd year arrest moult of flight fea
being then partial.

PHENOLOGY

B Summer visitor®@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Longeared Owl. Face
pattern: top left male- (05
I); top right female -(08
IV); left nestling {V3.

Longeared Owl. Head pattern: left malp; (6ght fe-
male (08V).

Longeared Owl. Breast pattern: left malB; (€ight
female (GB/).

Longeared Owl. Upperpart pattern: left mée @5t
female (GB/).
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Longeared Owl. Adult: pattern of primary covi)ts (05

Longeared Owl. Juvenile: tail pattedi’)08

Longeared Owl. 3rd year spring: pattern of primary co-
verts (28ll).

Longeared Owl. Juvenile: pattern of primary coverts (08
V).
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Longeared Owl. Pattern
of tertials: top left adult
(05l1); top right 2nd year
autumn (28l); left juve-
nile (08V).

Longeared Owl. 3rd year spring: pattern of primaries (25

1)

Longeared Owl. Adult: pattern of primarigs (05 Longeared Owl. Juvenile: pattern of primaiiés (08
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Longeared Owl. Adult: pattern of secondaili¢s (05

Longeared Owl. Adult: pattern of wid (05

Longeared Owl. 3rd year spring: pattern of secondaries (1
juvenile feathers)+{2p
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