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TAWNY OVW(Strix alugo
IDENTIFICATION
3740 cm. Grey or reddish upperparts, with

streaks; pale underparts streaked dark:- br

reddish and vermiculated flight feathers; plai
dishes and without tufts; ygleanish bill; blac

eyes.

Tawny Owl. Pattern of
head, bill and wing.

SIMILAR SPECIES

This species is unmistakable since it is the only

or reddish owl with dark eyes.

x~ -

SEXING

Both sexes alike in plumage. Usnallsmaller
thanfemalebut size is not useful for sexing due to
overlap.

AGEING

5 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith only one age of flight and tail feathers;
primary coverts with two or three dark and narrow
bands; primaries narrow and pointed; primaries and
secondaries with dark narrow and usually broken
subterminal band; tail feathers slightly pointed, with
tips whitish or dirty grey without or with only some
dark spots.

2nd year autumn/3rd year spmvith two genera-

tions of feathers on wing, so some fresh inner prima-
ries and usually outer secondarieadatgattern

and the rest hayavenilepattern; all tail feathers
withadultpattern.

3rd year autumn/4th year sprivith somgiveni-

le secondaries unmoulted; with two generations of
primaries widldultpattern.

4th year autumn/5th year sprimgy in birds with
retainedjuvenile secondaries and until they are
moulted.

Adultwith two or more generations of flight feathers
but all witladult pattern; primary coverts with no
more than two broad dark bands; primaries with
broad tip; primaries and secondaries with dark sub-
terminal band with similar width than the other ones
and usually unbroken; tail feathers rounded, with dirty
grey tips with dark spots.

CAUTIONwear and individual variation can make it
difficult to appreciate the pattern of tips on tail feat-
hers.

Tawny Owl. Ageing. Pattern of primary coverts: left adult;
right juvenile.
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Tawny Owl. Ageing. Pattern of primaries: top adult;

juvenile.

Tawny Owl. Ageing. Pattern of secondaries: left ad
juvenile.

Tawny Owl. Ageing. Pattern of central tail feather: left
adult; right juvenile.

U Tawny Owl. Ageing. Pattern of the outermost tail feather:
left adult; right juvenile.
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MOULT

Nearly complepmstbreedingmoult, usually fini
hed in November but no all flight feathers c
each year. Partpdstjuvenilenoult involving boc
feathers and lesser and median coverts but n
ter coverts or flight and tail feath2rg] iyearall

tail feathers, some inner primaries (usually tv
few more) and generally the two innermost
are moulting retaining the rg¢svafileflight feat-
hers; irBrd yearall retainefivenileprimaries anc

most of the secondaries are moulted, usually

ning somgivenilesecondaries for another year.

PHENOLOGY

Xl

B Summer visitor @ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Tawny Owl. 3rd year autumiX{10

Tawny Owl. 2nd year autumtxj10

e

Tawny Owl. Face pattern: left aduly; (@ght 3rd year
autumn (HX)

Tawny Owl. Face pattern: left 2nd year autld)n (10
right juvenile (I3

Tawny Owl. Head pattern: left adul, (1ght 3rd year
autumn (1KX)
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Tawny Owl. Head pattern: left 2nd year autifn
right juvenile (I3

Tawny Owl. Upperpart pattern: left 2nd year autumn (10
IX); right juvenile{D)3

Tawny Owl. Breast pattern: left adi)t (ight 3rd year
autumn (1KX)
Tawny  Owl.
Adult: tail pat-
tern (13I) .
Tawny Owl. Breast pattern: left 2nd year autgin |(
right juvenile (13
Tawny Owl
4t ear
HTBENTANLE DUTRENTTAALILE | £ 5rs
Tawny Owl. Upperpart pattern: left adult (); right 3rd year
autumn (1KX)
4
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Tawny Owl. 3rd
year autumn:
tail pattern (10
IX).

Tawny Owl. 2nd
year autumn:
tail pattern ().

PICTURENOT AVAILABLE

Tawny  Owl.
Juvenile au-
tumn: tail pat-
tern (2&/11).

Tawny Owl. Adult: pattern of primary coviéxts (13

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

aut umn:

Tawny Owl. 3rd year autumn: pattern of primary coverts

(161X).
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Tawny Owl. 2nd year autumn: pattern of primary |cg <%, e
(201X).

Tawny Owl. Adult: pattern of primarigs (13

Tawny Owl. Juvenile: pattern of primary co¥ét}s (2C PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Tawny Owl. 4th year autumn: pattern of primaries ().
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Tawny Owl. 3rd year autumn: pattern of primari
ages of feathers with adult pattesliX) (10

Tawny Owl. 2nd year autumn: pattern of primaries (1

feathers with adult patterr}{JLO

Tawny Owl. Adult: pattern of secondatlgs (13
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