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Cuckoo. Adult. MaleOR

IDENTIFICATION

3234 cmAdultwith grey head and upperparts
tail with white spots on tip; siemales have
chestnut upperparts with reddish head and
Juvenileshestnut and strongly barred.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Size and long tail recé@parrowhawkor aKes-
trel, both with curved bills.

Kestrel.

http://blascozumeta.com

SEXING

Malewith slate grey nape, chin and throat

tending well down breast; with clear demarcation line
between grey breast and bars on belly; grey median

and greater coverts always without buffFspots.
male with two colour morphsufaus morphre-
sembles guvenileand is unmistakable;giey
morphvery similar toale but usually with rufous

background colour under bars of breast and sides of
neck, without a well defined line of separation; some-
times with rufous spots on grey median and greater

covertsGAUTIONsomeemaleswithgrey morph
are indistingishable fromes. Juvenilescannot
be sexed using plumage pattern.

Cuckoo. Sexing. Pat-
tern of breast: top left
male; top right female
with grey morph; left

female with rufous
morph.
Cuckoo. Sexing.

Pattern of wing
coverts: top male/
female  without
spots; bottom fe-
male withrufous

spots(photo: Mar-
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AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:
Juvenilewith fresh plumage; variable plumage
tern going on upperparts from chestnut bar
uniform grey with white fringes; whitish fring
wing coverts and flight feathers; secondarie
greater coverts barred or spotted chestnut;
patch on nape; grey iris.

2nd yeaiindistinguishable if moult has been
plete; if wing coverts or secondaries have
retained then with moult limit between barre
wornjuvenile feathers and unbarred, longer
fresh feathers watlult patternGAUTIONIN ju-
venileswith barred weakly marked these fea
may be difficult to detect).

Adult without white fringes on wing coverts
flight feathers; secondaries without chestnut
whitout patch on nape; yello\lCXISTIONsome
adultbirds arrest their moult and have in sprin
generations of secondaries distinguishable b
rent wear, but old featherguaekilebarred.

Cuckoo.

Ageing. Pattern
of iris: top

adult;  bottom
juvenile.

Cuckoo. Ageing.
Pattern of se-
condaries: adult.

Cuckoo. Ageing.
Pattern of se-
condaries: 2nd
year (photo:
Pere Josa).

Cuckoo. Ageing.
Pattern of secon-
daries: juvenile.

com-OULT

been
d @ampletpostbreedingand postjuvenilemoults,

angtarting in wintering sitegh age classesan
arrest their moult having then in spring two genera-
thdi@ns of flight feathers.
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Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey and rufous morph
(a8v).

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with rufous mevph (05
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Cuckoo. 2nd year. Male\28

A PHOTO IS WELLCOME

Cuckoo. 2nd year. Female ().

Cuckoo. Adult.
Head pattern:
top male (02
VI); middle
female  with
grey morph (28
-V);  bottom
female  with
grey and ru-
fous morph (18
V).

http://blascozumeta.com

Cuckoo. Adult.
Head pattern:
female  with
rufous morph
(05V).

Cuckoo. Head
pattern: top
2nd year male
(28V); middle
2nd year fe-
male (); bottom
juvenile (21
V).

A PHOTO IS WELLCOME

Cuckoo. Adult. Nape pattern: top left mdlg (02
top right female with grey morph);(®®ttom left
female with grey and rufous morpfj; (b8ttom
right female with rufous morp¥)(05
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Cuckoo. Nape pat-
tern: top left 2nd
year male (28);
top right 2nd year
female (); left juveni-
le (2aVIIl).

Cuckoo. Adult. Breast pattern: top left male (
VI); top right female with grey morjj; (28

bottom left female with grey and rufous mor
(18V); bottom right female with rufous morg
(05V).

http://blascozumeta.com
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A PHOTO IS WELLCOME
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Cuckoo. Breast pat-
tern: top left 2nd
year male (28); top
right 2nd year female
(O; left juvenile (21
V).

Cuckoo. Adult. Upperpart pattern: top left male (02
V1); top right female with grey morgh &&tom

left female with grey and rufous moiy) (-

tom right female with rufous mo#rwh. (05
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Cuckoo. Tail pattern:
top left 2nd year male
(28V); top right 2nd
year female (); left
juvenile (2¢111).

Cuckoo. Upperpart
pattern: top left 2nd
year male (28); top
right 2nd year female
(); left juvenile (21
VIII).

Cuckoo. Adult. Tall
pattern: top left male
(02vl); top right fe-
male with grey morph
(28V); left female with
rufous morph (@3%.

Cuckoo. Adult. Male: pattern of primatis (26
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Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey morph: patte Cuckoo. 2nd year. Female: pattern of primaries ().
primaries (28).

Cuckoo. Juvenile: pattern of primarésl(21
Cuckoo. Adult. Female with rufous morph: pattciii us

primaries (68).

Cuckoo. 2nd year. Male: pattern of primavies

Cuckoo. Adult. Male with complete moult: pattern of
wing coverts and secondarid¥}26
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Cuckoo. Adult. Male with arrested moult: pa
wing coverts and secondarie¥/12

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey morph: pa
wing coverts without spots and secondavigs (2

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey morph: pat
wing coverts with spots and secondaréh

(Photo: Guillermo L-

t¢ Cuckoo. Adult. Female with arrested moult: pattern of
wing coverts and secondarieg)(18

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with rufous morph: pattern
tt e%vg)ipg coverts and secondarid4 (05

8

Cuckoo. 2nd year. Male: pattern of wing coverts
and secondaries-{28
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Cuckoo. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing cove

and secondaries (). Cuckoo. Adult. Male with arrested moult: pattern of
wing (1:2V).

Cuckoo. Juvenile: pattern of wing coverts anc
daries (2VIII).

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey morph: pattern of
wing without swpots on covertg)(28

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with grey morph: pattern of
wing with spots on covertd/(L4Photo: Guiller-
mo Lépez Zamora).

Cuckoo. Adult. Male with complete moult: pattel
wing (24V).
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Cuckoo. 2nd year. Female: pattern of wing ().

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with arrested moult: p
wing (1%).

Cuckoo. Adult. Female with rufous morph: patt€imckbo. Juvenile: pattern of wivdl(R1
wing (0%).

Cuckoo. 2nd year. Male: pattern of wif)g (28
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