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Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Malg)(22

COMMON OORH@Gallinula chloropus

IDENTIFICATION

2531 cmAdultwith dark plumage, with slate b
upperparts; white undertail coverts white wit
central pair; flank crossed with a white band;
yellow bill; green legs, with a reddish band ©
Juvenilebrown olive with white chin and throat
browrgreenish bill.

Moorhen. Adult: pattern
bill and undertail coverts

Moorhen. Juvenile: pal
tern of bill and underta
coverts.

SIMILAR SPECIES

This species is unmistakable.

SEXING

Plumage of both sexes alike. Size can be an useful
characteristic in extreme specimeawultipirds,

male with wing longer than 185 female with

wing shorter than 166 mm.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith grey brown underparts; whitish chin
and throat; brown olive upperparts; grey brown iris;
legs without red band on tibia; grpateshrown

bill; 9th primary with narrow tip.

1st year autumn/2nd year spnwmith some white
feathers on chin; sometines upperparts with retained
juvenilebrown feathers admixed with aytel

type reddish iris @fdult usally acquired since
January; all specimens jaxanileflight feathers.

Adult with slate grey underparts; olive brown upper-
. parts; legs with reddish band on tibia; without white
' feathers on chin; reddish iris; 9th primary with broad

tip.
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Moorhen. Ageing. Pattern of bill: top adult;
bottom juvenile.
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Moorhen. Ageing.
Pattern of chin: top
left adult; top right 2nd
year; left juvenile.

Moorhen. Ageing. Pattern of underparts: left adult;

juvenile.

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
November. Partjabstjuvenilemoult confined to
body feathers retainjmgeniletail and flight feat-
hers; some birds can change wing coverts and ter-
tials; generally completed in September. Both age
classes havemebreedingnoult confined only to
body feathers.

PHENOLOGY

V| V| VI{VIVII X X | XX

B Summer visitor® Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Moorhen. Adult. FemaleR7

Moorhen. Spring. 2nd year. Malg.(17
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Moorhen.
Spring. Head
pattern and
bill and iris
colour. From
top to bottom:
2nd year male

; - (a#n; 2nd
Moorhen. Spring. 2nd year. Femalg. (22 year female
(22V); juveni-
le  (23VI);
young (06
VII).

Moorhen. Spring. Juvenil®/(B3

Moorhen.
Spring. Adult.
Breast pat-
tern: top male
(22V);  bot-
tom female
2r) .

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Head pattern and bill a
colour: top male {2p bottom female-{27 .
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Moorhen. Spring.
Breast pattern: top left
2nd year male {1y,
top right 2nd year
female (2%); left
juvenile (2gl1). Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Pattern of frontal shield: left male
(22V); right female {2Y.

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Chin pattern: left male
V); right female {2Y.

Moorhen. Spring.
Pattern of frontal
shield: top left 2nd
year male (411); top
right 2nd year female
(22V); left juvenile
(23V1).

Moorhen. Spring. Chin pattern: left 2nd year-male
I1); middle 2nd year femak¥/j28ght juvenile {213)
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Moorhen.
Spring. Adult.
Flank pattern:
top male (22
V);  bottom
female (2Y).

Moorhen.
Spring. Flank
pattern:  top
2nd year male
(17#1); middle
2nd year fe-
male (2%/);
bottom juveni-
le (23VII)

Moorhen. Spring.
Pattern of undertail
coverts: top left 2nd
year male (41); top
right 2nd year female
(22V); left juvenile
(23VII).

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Pattern of undertail cover Moorhen. Spring. Tail pattern: top left 2nd year male (17

left male (22); right female {2Zy.

I); top right 2nd year femaky';22ft juvenile {¢8).
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Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Tail pattern: left Avdjei¢dR
female (2Y).

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Underparts pattern: left male (22
V); right female {2Y.

Moorhen. Spring.
Underparts pattern:
top left 2nd year male
(1AI); top right 2nd
year female (23;
left juvenile (28l).

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Pattern of legs: top male (22
V); bottom female-{27
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Moorhen.
Spring. Pat-
tern of legs:
top 2nd year
male (171);

middle  2nd
year female
(22V); bot-
tom juvenile
(23VvI)

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of primaries
of 9th primary (22

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of primar
of 9th primary (¥7.

Moorhen. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of primaries and
tip of 9th primary ()7

Moorhen. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of primaries
and tip of 9th primary\(22

Moorhen. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of primaries and tip of
esogn@ridary (281).
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Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of seconda

V) 'eillg)zozrhen. Spring. 2nd year. Female: pattern of seconda-

ries (22).

Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Female: pattern of seco
2m).

Moorhen. Spring. Juvenile: pattern of seconddtlgs (23

Moorhen. Spring. 2nd year. Male: pattern of secor Moorhen. Spring. Adult. Male: pattern of Wing (22

ries (141).
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