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Merlin. Adult. Male-X)7
MERLINFalco columbarius)

IDENTIFICATION

2633 cmAdult malewith grey slate upperpa
reddish and streaked underparts; dark grey t
narrow bandBemaleandjuvenilewith brown gre
upperparts; head and upperparts streaked

SEXING

Adults andjuvenilescan be sexed by sirgle

with wing shorter than 206 female with wing

longer than 212 mm. Differences in plumage pattern
are seen IAGEING

AGEING

2 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenileresembles gemale but with upperparts

strongly edged buff; median coverts, greater coverts,

primary coverts and tertials with rufous spotted,;

outermost tail feather with regular dark barred

reaching the eddevenilescan be sexed in extre-

me birdsmalewith central tail feathers with subter-

minal pale bambt interrumped by a dark patch
tnear the centre; tail feathers with pale bands broad

i and tinged grey¥emalewith central tail feathers
y with subterminal pale bemerrumped by a dark

t patch near the centre; tail feathers with pale bands

pale underparts, streaked brown; banded bro narrow and rufo@UTIONthere are sonjeve-

tail.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Grey upperparts recaparrowhawkwith yellow
or orange iriKestre] has similar size but upp
parts are buffer and tail is longer.

Spa-
rrowhawk.

Kestrel.

nile malesvithout grey on tail feathers).
Adult malewith grey upperparts, with dark shaft
streaks; buff underparts; upperwing coverts and ter-

tials grey without buff marks; grey tail with a soft dark

barred and dark subterminal band.

€ Adult femalewith brown grey upperparts, feathers
slightly edged b@NUTIONsomdemaleshave a
grey pattern similamiale$; pale underparts; up-
perwing coverts and tertials grey brown, sometimes
with buff spotted; outermost tail feather with irregular
dark barred which wusual
central tail feathers with broad pale bands.

Merlin.

Ageing.

Pattern of
dark barred
on the

outermost
tail feather:
left adult
female: right
juvenile
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Merlin. Sexing in juveniles. Width and tinge
bands: left male; right female.

Merlin. Sexing in juveniles. Pattern of subté
band on central tail feather: left male: right fem

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished
October. Partbstjuvenilemoult confined to sc

2l

pulars and some body and tail feathers betl

Februay and May of 2nd year.
PHENOLOGY

IV v vEVIVIIN

IX| X | X XI

B Summer visitord Resident
B Wintering [ On passage

Merlin. Female. JuvenileX(31
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Merlin. Adult. Head p
tern: top left male-@Q7
top right female {29,
left makdike female (45 Merlin. Juvenile. Crown pattern: left mig; (22
XI). right female ().

Merlin. Juvenile. Head pattern: left mdE (Rt ‘
female (3X).

Merlin. Adult. Breast
pattern: top left male
(2#X); top right fe-
male (281); left male
like female (28).

Merlin.  Adult. Crow
pattern: top left male (
-X); top right female-(2
l); left malike female
(A5X1D).

Merlin. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left mig; (22
right female (XJ.
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Merlin. Adult. Pattern
of tail and the outer-
most tail feather: top
left male (2X); top
right female (28);
left maldke female
(a5X1).

Merlin. Adult. Upper-
part pattern: top left
male (2K); top right
female (28l); left
malelike female (45
X1).

Merlin. Juvenile. Pattern of tail and the outermost tail
feather: left male{22; right female {8}

Merlin. Juvenile. Upperpart pattern: left Avd)e (22
right female (X).
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Merlin.  Adult
Pattern of the
longest alula
feather: top
male (2X);

bottom female
(28llI).

Merlin. Juvenile. Pattern of rump and uppertail co-
verts: left male {R2); right female {8}

Merlin. Juvenit
le. Pattern o
the longest
alula feather
top male (22
IV);  bottom
female (3X).

Merlin.
Adult. Pat-
tern of pri-
mary  co-
verts:  top
male (2X);
middle fe-
male (28
Il); bottom
malelike
female (15
Xl).

Merlin. Adult. Pattern

of rump and uppertai

coverts: top left male

(2#X); top right fe-

male (281); left male

like female (28).
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Merlin. Juve-
nile. Pattern
of  primary
coverts: top
male (22V);
bottom fe-
male (3X).

Merlin. Juvenile. Pattern of scapulars and tertials: left
male (22V); right female {8)L

Merlin. Adult. Patte
of scapulars and te
tials: top left male-(2
X); top right female (
-ID; left malike fe-
male (15I).

Merlin. Adult. Female: pattern of primatiBs (28
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Merlin. Adult. Méilee female: pattern of primaries

(15XI).

Merlin. Juvenile. Male: pattern of primahigs (22

 ~

Merlin. Juvenile. Female: pattern of primafjes

Merlin. Adult. Female: pattern of wing coverts and
secondaries (B8).

Merlin. Adult. Mdilkee female: pattern of wing co-
verts and secondariesXl)5

31

Merlin. Juvenile. Male: pattern of wing coverts and

Merlin. Adult. Male: pattern of wing coverts and se-

condaries (9).
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