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Kestrel. Adult. Male-X2%

COMMON KESTR(Ealco tinnuncujus

IDENTIFICATION

3138 cm. Pointed wings and long tail, with
terminal band; dark claws; brown upperparts,
in both sexes; pale buff underparts; grey he
tail inmale buffer and streakedeimaleandjuve-
nile; the outermost primary with the same length than
7th.

Kestrel. Fe-
male: wing
formula and
colour of
claws.

Kestrel. Male: pat-
tern of wing, head
and upperparts.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Recalls &parrowhawkwith grey upperparts and
yellow or orange iris. The only small raptor with
brown upperpartd essser Kestrewith pale claws

and the outermost primary longer thamafdh;
Lesser Kestrel has unspotted upperparts and a
blue band on wings.

Sparrowhawk.
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Male:

Lesser

Kestrel.
pattern of
wing, head and up-
perparts.

SEXING

Adult male with grey head, slightly streaked dark;
upperparts feathers with a dark subterminal mark;
tail feathers grey, usually unbarred; uppertail coverts
and rump uniform grey, without barred; upperwing
coverts with sparse black moitiedt femalavith

brown head, streaked black; tail, uppertail coverts
and rump barred and usually, but not always, with
greyish tinge; upperparts and upperwing coverts with
dense dark brown mottled with triangular shape.
CAUTIONplumage iadult femaless very variable

and can be similar frojuvanile to that of male

with grey rump, tail and h&aknilescan be se-

xed only in extreme bimewith uppertail coverts

with grey tingeemalewith uppertail coverts without
grey tingeCAUTIONthere is much variability bet-
ween different families being able tondied
without grey afemaleswith grey; sexing is recom-
mended only if it can be compared within siblings).
After theipostjuvenilemoult both sexes can be
recognized by pattern of the upperparts and rump.

http://blascozumeta.com

Kestrel. Se-
xing.  Adult.
Pattern of
head: top
male; bottom
female.

Lesser Kes-

trel. Female:

wing formula

and colour of

claws.
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Kestrel.
Sexing.
Adult. Pat-
tern of
lesser
coverts:
top male;
bottom
female.

Kestrel. Sexing. Adult. Pattern of rump and tail: left

male; right female.

Kestrel. Sexing. Juvenile. Pattern of tail and uppertail
ts coverts: left male; right female.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenileresembles &male but with very fresh
plumage and without moult limits on tail and flight
feathers; primary coverts with pale tips forming a line;
secondaries with broad pale tips; black subterminal
band on the outer tail feathers with cedemed.

1st year winter/2nd year spriwgh contrast bet-
ween frestadult and worrjuvenile feathers on
mantle and wing coveadsenileprimary coverts

and secondaries with broad palgutipsileouter

tail feathers with cresabaiped black subterminal
band; inmales rump with strong contrast within
moultedhdultblue feathers and rufpnileun-
moulted.

Adult withoujuvenilefeathers on body and wings;
primary coverts without pale tip; secondaries with
narrow pale tip; grey tail feathers without barred in
maleand rufous colour, with more or less grey tinge,
infemale infemalesouter tail feathers with squa-
red black subterminal band.

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult, usually finished in
October. Part@bstjuvenilemoult confined to body
feathers, scapulars and, sometimes, lesser and me-
dian wing coverts; normally finished in November.

PHENOLOGY

vV VEEVIEVIE X X XX

B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage
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Kestrel. 1st year. MaleX{Rp

Kestrel. Juvenile. Male\(D).

Kestrel. Juvenile. Female&/(D7

Kestrel. Adult. Head pattern: left ma4®;(Bght
female (1B.

Kestrel. 1st year. Head pattern: left mlé);(29
right female (2X).

Kestrel. Juvenile. Head pattern: left m¥l§);(07
right female (@11).
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Kestrel. Adult. Breast pattern: left mxig; (2ght
female (1B.

Kestrel. 1st year. Breast pattern: left mélb;(&ght
female (2IX).

Kestrel. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left mlB; (6@ht
female (GYII).

Kestrel. Adult. Upperparts pattern: left mdle (@t
female (1B.

Kestrel. 1st year. Upperparts pattern: left axdle (29
right female (2X).

Kestrel. Juvenile. Upperparts pattern: left e (07
right female (&11).

Kestrel.
Adult.
Flank
pattern:
top male
(24-X1);
bottom
female
(131).
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Kestrel.
1st year.
Flank
pattern:
top male
(29-X11);
bottom
female
(2AX).

Kestrel. 1st year. Pattern of rump and uppertail
coverts: left male{Q9); right female {XJ.

Kestrel.
Juvenile.
Flank
pattern:
top male
(0O7-VII);
bottom
female
(OAVIN).

Kestrel. Juvenile. Pattern of rump and uppertail
coverts: left male-{07); right female {@I¥).

Kestrel. Adult. Tail
pattern: left male<(24
X1); top right (A3
and left female {27
IX).

Kestrel. Adult. Pat-
tern of rump and
uppertail coverts: left
male (2&I); top

right (13) and left

female (20X).
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A X

Kestrel. 1st year. Tail pattern: left madd)(2gght
female (2IX).

é‘zﬁ!&‘ll‘;““ A
Kestrel. Juvenile. Tail pattern: left mald){Qight
female (GYII).

Kestrel.
Adult.
Pattern
of  pri-
mary
coverts:
top male
(24-X1);
bottom
female
(131).

Kestrel.
1st vyear.
Pattern of
primary
coverts:
top male
(29-X11);
bottom
female (27
-1X).

Kestrel.
Juvenile.
Pattern of
primary
coverts:
top male
(07-VII);
bottom
female (07
-VII).

Kestrel. Adult. Male: pattern of prima#ies (24
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