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SIMILAR SPECIES

MalesofMo nt a g u damdHéhaHarmridare r

pale lack of brown colour on wings anfebaly;

les andjuvenilesofMont agu dandHehar r i er
Harrierhave white rumps and lack of pale patch on
head and forearms.

Mont agubs Harr
Adult. Male.
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Marsh Harrier. Adult. Mak)09 i;;’/fﬁ { iflw \\{“

WESTERN MARSH HARRIER
(Circus aerugino}us

IDENTIFICATION

4456 cm. Adufhalewith pale head; chestnut
perparts; grey wings with black tips; paieebli
tail; brown reddish underpBemaledark brown
with pale crown, throat and foreudvgsilesimi-

lar to demale
Mont aguébs Harrier

Female.
Marsh Harrier. Adult.

Male: pattern of

head and wing. Hen Harrier. Adult.

Male.

Marsh  Harrier.®

Adult. Female: &
pattern of head
and wing. s

Hen Harrier. Adult. Female.
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SEXING

All ages, in extreme birds, can be sexed by

lengthmalewith wing shorter than 390female
with wing longer than 410 mm..

AGEING

3 age groups femalesand 4 inmalescan be re-
cognized:

Juvenilewith one age of very fresh feathers, wit
moult limits; dark brown iris; tip of greater an

mary coverts forming a clear thin line; from
flight feathers pale gveywn being secondari

with the same colour than primaries; dark bro

Marsh Harrier.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of the
outermost tail
feather: left
adult female;
right juvenile.

e

Juvenilegannot be sexed using plumage pattern.

2nd year autumn/3rd year spring nsie with

dark aspect likefemalewithout the clear contra

of adult malesstreaked ochre coloured head
bold dark eapverts; wings and tail with dull
hue CAUTIONsome birds have ferdikie pattern

on outer tail feathers); outer underwing covert

brown; tail feathers with broad dark subtermin

and rufous on inner web; rufous uppertail cove

2nd year autumn/3rd year spring fergalte si-
milar t@dult femalevhen moult has been com
ted; iris dark brown, sometimes light brown; ¢
slightly speckled with rufous.

Subadult malewith feathers grey with dark
grey flight feathers, tail and wing coverts wit
patches; uppertail feathers rbfows; outer un
derwing coverts rusthre to yellowish varia
streaked CAUTIONdepending on birds, 1 to
years are necessary to adquire the full plum
adult male

Adult malewith feathers sihggey without dar
hue; grey flight feathers, tail and wing coverts
dark patches; yellow iris; uppertail feathers
grey; outer underwing coverts white and
unstreaked.

Adult femalewith brown plumage; with gra
change of iris colour, during several years
brown to amber and then yellow in oldest b
summerpaler and with more worn plumage
juveniles primary coverts dark brown with an
tinct pale edge; tail feathers pale-bufous, so-
metimes with greyish hue, with rufous spec
every feather except the central pair; from
flight feathers pale dgveywn being secondar
darker than primari€@AUTIONsometimes witk

g Marsh Harrier.

Ageing. Pat-
tern of the
a primary  co-

verts: top adult
female; bottom
juvenile.

- R

bly
3/OULT

algl,eompletq»ostbreedingnoult, starting in April and
" usually finished in October; some median seconda-
ries sometimes retain@dstjuvenilemoult starts
w ﬁ?ﬁﬂ% thBrst winterwith body feathers and occa-
S c%ally some tail feathers; the first complete moult
%8s place in autumn oPtitk yearat the same

time asdults
dual
, fromn oL oGy
rds; in
't“m WL vV vEE VIV IX ] X | XX
led on
below, ® Summer visitor® Resident
es W Wintering [0 On passage

N

greyish tinge on wings and tail similar to that of

postjuvenile maldsut easily separable by size.
CAUTIONplumage pattern is highly variable i
species, so it is not possible ageing using si

n this
ze and

colour of pale patches of head and forearms,
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Marsh Harrier. Subadult. Mab€l(R4

Marsh Harrier. 2nd year spring. Femdl®.(22

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

U}

0 2 6 0 Western Marsh Harriefrcus aeruginosus~~ aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Marsh Harrier.

Adult. Heao
pattern and iri
colour: top
male  (09);
middle femal
(18l1); bottom
female (26
Xil).

v

Marsh
Harrier.
Subadult.
Male. Head
pattern and
iris  colour
(24X11).

Marsh Harrier.
2nd
Head pattern
and iris colour:
top male

autumn (G9);
middle female
in autumn (26
XI);
female
spring (2¥11).

year.

in

bottom
in

Marsh Ha-
rrier. Juveni-
le. Head pat-
tern and iris
colour:  top
male (1:X);
botom female
(26X1).

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasetumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

0 2 6 0 Western Marsh Harriefrcus aeruginosus%odranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Marsh Harrier. Juvenile. Breast pattern: left-male (11

Marsh  Harrier. X); right female {B.

Adult. Breast pat-
tern: top left male
(09ll); top right
female (1B); left
female (2&II).

Marsh Harrier. Adult. Female. Crown pattern: left (26
-XI1); right (18.

Marsh Harrier. Subadu
Male. Breast pattern (
Marsh Harrier. Subadult.
Male. Crown pattern- (09
).

Marsh Harrier. 2nc
year. Breast pattern:
top left male in autum
(26XI1); top right fe-
male in autumn {18
left female in spring
(22vil).

Marsh Harrier. 2nd
year. Crown pattern:
top left male in autumn
(0911); top right female
in autumn (241); left

female in spring {22
VII).
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Marsh Harrier. Juvenile. Crown pattern: left-m
X); right female {28.

Marsh
rrier.  Adult.
Male: pat-
tern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather

Ha-

Marsh Ha-
rrier.  Adult.
Female:
pattern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(26Xil1).

Marsh
rrier. Suba-
dult. Male:
pattern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(24X11).

Ha-
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Marsh Ha-
rrier. Juveni-
le. Female:
pattern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(24X1).

Marsh Harrier.
Adult. Pattern
of uppertail
coverts:  top
male  (09);
bottom female

Marsh Harrier.
Subadult. Male.
Pattern of

uppertail

coverts (24

XI).

Marsh Harrier.
2nd year au-
tumn. Pattern
of uppertail
coverts:  top
male  (09);

bottom female
(27X,
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Marsh
2nd year spring.
Female:
of tail
outermost

feather (2211).

Marsh Ha-
rrier. 2nd
year au-
tumn. Male:
pattern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(12X).

Marsh
rrier.
year
tumn. Fe-
male: pat-
tern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(20X11).

Ha-
2nd
au-

Harrier.

pattern
and the
tail

Marsh Ha-
rrier. Juveni-
le. Male:
pattern of tail
and the
outermost
tail feather
(19X).

Marsh Ha-
rrier. Juveni-
le. Pattern of
uppertail co-
verts: top
male (1X);

botom female
(26X1).

Marsh Harrier. Adult. Upperparts pattern: left male

(0911); right female {28).

Marsh Harrier.
Male. Upperpart pattern (24

X1).
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Subadult.



