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Red Kite. Adult €80D).
RED KITEMilvus milvus

IDENTIFICATION

5966 cm. Rufous neck and upperparts; reddi
streaked underparts; whitish and streaked he
nape; rufous wings with a large white patch
wing; forked and reddish tail; dark bill; yello
pale yellowish iris.

Red Kite. Adulti
pattern of head, |
breast and tail.

SIMILAR SPECIES

The only raptor with forked tBiaik Kite with
darker plumage and lacking reddish on tall

Black Kite.

SEXING

Plumage of both sexes dlitddesusually smaller
thanfemales but much overlap makes size an use-
less characteristic to sex individual specimens.

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith flight and tail feathers without moult
limits; breast feathers mainly whitish with a narrow
dark shaft streak; greater and primary coverts tipped
pale forming a thin pale line; brownish tail feathers
st With a slight subterminal bar; bill with dark base;
al brown or brownigtey irisCAUTIONin earlau-

y lumnsome specimens hadeltbody feathers.

" 2nd year autur_nr_1/3rd year spriogly in speci-

mens with retainp/enileflight feathers (mainly
secondaries) bleached brown and more pointed; so-
metimes may be retained gowamilebody feat-

hers.

Adult with breast feathers intense rufous with a
broad dark shaft streak; primary coverts lacking pale
tips; reddish tail, usually unbarred; bill with yellowish
base; pale yellow iris.

Red Kite. Ageing. Pattern of head and iris colour: left
adult; right juvenile.

Red Kite. Ageing. Pattern of breast: left adult; right
juvenile.

http://blascozumeta.com

http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasefumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

J

0 2 3 'Red Kit&Milvus milvus) < aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

PHENOLOGY
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Red Kite. Ageing. Pattern of tail: left adult;
juvenile

Red Kite.
Ageing.
Pattern of
primary
coverts: top
adult; bot-
tom juveni-
le.
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MOULT

Completpostbreedingmoult, starting in April an
usually finished in Otober; dpastpreedingni- | Rreq Kite. 2nd year spring)(05
gration some outer primaries and median seconda-

ries retained to be moulted in wintering sites; occa-

sionally with some unmoulted secondaries. | Padia

postjuvenilemoult starting in some birds with b
feathers in October
flight and tail feathers start their moult isAMar
of2nd yearbeing usually a complete moult in
birds; some specimens may rpteémile flight
feathers.
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Red Kite. 1st year-§30.
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Red Kite. Breast
pattern: top left
adult (3XIl); top
right 2nd year au-
tumn (OKIl); left
2nd year spring {05
[); botton 1st year
(30X1).

Red Kite.
Pattern of
head and
iris colour.
From top to
bottom:
adult (30
Xl);  2nd
year  au-
tumn (07
XI); 2nd
year spring
(0sl); 1st

Red Kite. Pat-
tern of under-
tail coverts: top
adult (3XI1);
botton 1st year
(30XI11).
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Red Kite. Upperpart pattern: left adxlt)(3@ght
2nd year autumn-XiT).

Red Kite. Upperpart pattern: left 2nd year spr
); right 1st year {80).

Red Kite. Tail pattern: left aduKI(3Qight 2na
year autumn (X11).

Red Kite. Tail pattern: left 2nd year spi)ngigbb
1st year (38lI).

Red Kite. Adult: pattern of primary cow&iit$. (30

Red Kite. 2nd year autumn: pattern of primary co-
verts (OKII).
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Red Kite. 2nd year spring: pattern of primary
(05l1).

XII).

Red Kite. 1st year: pattern of primary cover
Xll).

Red Kite. 2nd year spring: pattern of primdyies (05

Red Kite. Adult: pattern of primariéd)30
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Red Kite. 2nd year autumn: pattern of secondaries (1
juvenile feathers)-I).

Red Kite. Adult: pattern of secondasid$) (30 Red Kite. 2nd year spring: pattern of secondaries (05

).
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