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Honey Buzzard. Adult. FemalX)04
EUROPEAN HONEY BUZZARD
(Pernis apivoijus

IDENTIFICATION

5158 cm. Brown upperparts; pale underpart
dark mottled; dark brown upperwing and pale
wing; dark bill; yellow eye.

Honey Buzzard. Adul
Colour of bill and femal
tail feathers.

SIMILAR SPECIES

Very similar @ommon Buzzaravhich has brow
eyes.Booted Eagldacks the black patch in

n
h

SEXING

middle of undewing and has feathers onRadsus Malewith grey head; upperparts tinged grey; black

KiteandBlack Kitéhas forked tails.

Common Buzzard.

under outer primaries restricted to base with clear
and contrasted limit with light part; secondaries with
a broad napanded space in the middle of the feat-
her; tail feathers greyish above with broad light
brown area before dark subterminal band; wing
shorter than 395 nffemalewith brownish head,
sometimes with grey around the eye; brown upper-
parts; black under outer primaries without clear con-
trasted limit with white base; secondaries with bars
in the middle of the feather; tail feathers with bands
regularly spaced with a broad band-fattiedf;

wing longer than 435 dumenilescannot be se-

xed using plumage pattern.
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Honey Buz-
zard.  Adult.
Sexing. Pat-
| tern of head
top male; bot
. tom female.

Honey Buz-
zard. Adult.
Sexing. Pat-

hers: left male
right female.

tern of tail feat-

AGEING

3 age groups can be recognized:

Juvenilewith fresh plumage without moult traces; iris
dark; cere and bill base yellow with black only at bill
tip; black under outer primaries including tip and digi-
tale part; secondaries with dark regular and sparse
barring; dark tail feathers usually with numerous bars
regularly space@AUTIONsome birds with bars
similar to adult or even with nearly invisible bars).
2nd year springvith somgivenileouter primaries
and/or tail feathers retained. Usually they remain in
wintering sites.

Adult with yellow irisere and bill dark; black under
outer primaries only on tips§&2@NE seconda-

ries with a broad dark subterminal bar; pale tail feat-
hers with clearly defined and sparse bars.

Honey Buz-
zard. Adult.
Ageing. Co-
lour of the
eye and bill;
top adult
female; bot-
tom juvenile

Honey Buzzard. Ageing/sexing. Dark under the
outermost primary: top adult male; middle adult fe-

Honey Buzzard. Adult. Sexing. Pattern of secondaricmale; bottom juvenile.

male; right female.
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Honey Buz-
zard. Adult.
Ageing. Pat-
tern of the
central tail
feather: left
adult female
right juvenile

Honey Buzzard. Adult. Ageing. Pattern of seco
ries: left adult female; right juvenile. ;

MOULT

Completgostbreedingmoult started in breedin¢
areas, suspended during migration and finis
wintering siteBostjuvenilemoult starts Bpring
of 2nd yeausually remaining in wintering quarte

PHENOLOGY
(| X1 | Xl
B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Honey Buzzard. JuvenileX{2@hoto: Vincent van
der Spek/Turnstones.org).
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Honey
Buzzard.
Adult.
Head pat-
tern and
iris colour:
top male
(14-111);
bottom
female (G4
IX).

PCTURE NOT AVALARLE

Honey Buzzard. Breast pattern: left 2nd ydgr (14
right juvenile ().

Honey
Buzzard.
Head pat-
tern  and
iris colour:
top 2nd
year (14
[); bottom
juvenile (26
-X) (Photo: | Honey Buzzard. Adult. Upperpart pattern: left male
Vincent (14111); right female {04.

van  der
Spek/
Turnsto-
nes.org).

PUTRENTALAE

Honey Buzzard. Adult. Breast pattern: left male (14
I11); right female {69. Honey Buzzard. Upperpart pattern: left 2nd-year (14
[11); right juvenile ().
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Honey Buz-
zard. Juvenile:
pattern of pri-
mary coverts
(26X) (Photo:
Vincent van der
S p e k/

Turnsto-

nes.org).

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Honey Buzzard. Tail pattern: left 2nd yH§r
right juvenile ().

.

Honey Buz-
zard. Adult.
Male: pat-
tern of pri-
mary  co-
verts (141).

Honey Buz-
zard. Adult.
Female:
pattern  of
primary
coverts (04

-1X). Honey Buzzard. Adult. Male: pattern of primaries (14
).

Honey
Buzzard.
2nd year:
pattern of
primary
coverts (14

1)
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PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Honey Buzzard. Juvenile: pattern of primaries ().

Honey Buzzard. Adult. Female: pattern of pr
(041X).

Honey Buzzard. 2nd year: pattern of primariesHadey Buzzard. Adult. Male: pattern of secondaries
Iny. 41y,
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PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

HOH((E())/4)B(;JZZElI’d. Adult. Female: pattern of s€cqnggay Buzzard. Juvenile: pattern of secondaries ().
ries .

Honey Buzzard. Adult. Male: pattern of Wing (14

Honey Buzzard. 2nd year: pattern of secondaries (14

1)
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Honey Buzzard. Adult. Female: pattern of wing (04
1X).

Honey Buzzard. 2nd year: pattern of wiiyg (14

Honey Buzzard. Juvenile: pattern of wiky ((26
(Photo: Vincent van der Spek/Turnstones.org).
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