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Gadwall. Summer. Non breeding plumage

GADWAL(Mareca strepéra

IDENTIFICATION

4656 cmMalein winter brovgney; white unde
parts; black undertail coverts; grey wings with
nut band; white and black spedetumaldorown,
with dark mottled and streaked; speculum s
male

SIMILAR SPECIES

Male with unmistakable plumage. Pattern of the

speculum differs femalefrom other brown ducks Gadwall. Sexing. Pattern of bill. Top breeding male;
middle non breding male; bottom female.

SEXING

Malein breedingplumage unmistakable, with
colour; dark bill; vermiculated grey flanks; ¢
median wing coverts; vermiculared scapule
black undertail covelslein non breedingplu-
mage resembledeamalebut the orange bill lacks £
black spots; with large speculum and ex
chestnut on median coverts; brown patches on
per scapulars; flanks withkshadped marks
(CAUTIONnot always, there is a little individual
riation), white undertail coverts irregularly $
Femalebrown; orange bill usually with black
buff flanks withsbdaped brown marGAUTION
not always, there is a little individual variation); me-
dian wing coverts with only small traces of ches
scapulars never vermiculated, whapgéd marks =
(CAUTIONnot always, there is a little individual \g

riation); brown undertail coverts mottled blacki

Gadwall. Sexing. Pattern of flankl. Top breeding
male; middle non breding male; bottom female.
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Gadwall. Sexing. Pattern of wing coverts: to
bottom female.

Gadwall. Sexing. Pattern of scapulars: left ma
female.

Gadwall. Sexing. Pat-
tern of undertail co-
verts. Top left breeding
male; top right non bre-
ding male; left female.
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AGEING/SEXING

It is unlikely to fipdvenilesin Aragon, so only 2

age groups can be recognized:

1st year autumn/2nd year spriagembleadults

p mdlavith retained wing and tail feathers which will be
erodedMalerufous only on a part of median co-
verts; lesser coverts not vermiculated, with some
pale bars and pale edge; black greater coverts
always exceeding the white speculum; 5th to 7th
greater coverts with whitish tips and broad edge,
sometimes with a bit of black or rufous on the outer
web.Female with rufous rarely present on median
coverts, which have 1 or 2 pale bars and a pale frin-
ge; lesser coverts always with a creamy band; dusky
black greater coverts never exceeding the white
speculum; 5th to 7th greater coverts with whitish tips
and broad edge, never with a bit of black or rufous on
the outer web.
Adult with fresh flight and tail feathigin bre-
edingandnon breedingplumage with a lot of ru-
fous lesser and median coverts; leser coverts closest
to the leading edge of the wing finely vermiculated,
sometimes plain pale grey; 5th to 7th greater coverts
with a lot of black or rufous on the outer web without
whitish edge; outer web of the innermost greater co-
verts deep black without pale dédgmalewith

e;mgdian coverts with pale edge and with rufous only
in a few feathers; lesser coverts always with a pale
edge and never vermiculated; dark greater coverts
always exceeding the white speculum; 5th to 7th
greater coverts with white tips and little or no black or
rufous on the outer web; outer web of the innermost
greater coverts black sometimes with pale edge.
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Gadwall. Ageing. Wear of tail feathet): (@St
adult; right 1st year.

Gadwall. Ageing. Male. Pattern of lesser wing co-
verts: top adult; bottom 2nd year.

Gadwall. Ageing. Male. Pattern of wing cove
adult; bottom 2nd year.

Gadwall. Ageing. Female. Pattern of lesser wing co-
verts: top adult; bottom 2nd year.

MOULT

Completepostbreeding moult acquiringclipse
plumage, usually finished in haleg or August
(femaled. Partiabostjuvenile moult confined to
body and sometimes tail feathers, usually finished in
October. Both types of age, starting in September,
have a partipiebreedingnoult involving body feat-
hers to acquibeeedingplumage.

Gadwall. Ageing. Female. Pattern of wing c«
top adult; bottom 2nd year.
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PHENOLOGY

L[ V|V VE[ VIV X X[ XEXI
PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

B Summer visitor@ Resident
W Wintering [0 On passage

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Fe-
male ().

Gadwall.

Summer.

Non breeding
plumage.

Adult. Male:
pattern  of
head and bill
oeviy .

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult.-M
V).

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE Gadwall.
Spring. Bre-
eding pluma-
ge. Adult.
Pattern  of
head and bill:
Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Female (). top male (64
P IV); bottom
female (21
X)  (Photo:
Reinhard
Vohwinkel).

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Male
(041V).

http://blascozumeta.com http://www.aranzadi.eus



Javier Blasefumeta & Gehldichael Heinze

J

0 1 8 Gadwallmareca strepera) <> aranzadi

zientzia elkartea

Gadwall.
Spring. Brer
eding pluma
ge. 2nd year.
Pattern  of
head and bill;’
top male (04
IV); bottom

female (). |

RN

PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Pattern of
crown: left male 483, right female ().

Gadwall.
Summer.
Non breeding
plumage.
Adult. Male:
pattern of
crown and
bill (08vI11) .

THENTAMLA

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Pat-
tern of crown: left malel\Q4right female ().
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Gadwall.
Summer.
Non breeding Gadwall.
plumage. Summer.
Adult. Male: Non breeding
pattern  of plumage.
breast (06 Adult. Male:
VIII). pattern  of
upperparts
(oeVvii.
Gadwall.
Spring. Bre-
eding pluma-
ge. Adult.
Pattern  of
breast. top
male (04V);
bottom fe-
male (219 DCTURENOT AVALABLE
(Photo: Rein-
hard Vohwin-
kel).
Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Pattern of
upperparts: left malel{@¥ right female ().
Gadwall.
Spring. Bre-
eding pluma-
ge. 2nd year.
pattem o PCTURENOT AVALIBLE
breast. top
male (04V);
bottom fe-
male ().
PICTURE NOT AVAILABLE

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Pat-
tern of upperparts: left maldQ4ight female ().
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Gadwall. Summer. Non breeding plumage.
Male: pattern of flank\(06.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult.

pattern of flank {04.

%

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. F

pattern of flank {&5.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year.

pattern of flank {04.

AdaHddwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Fe-
male: pattern of flankl(p2

Gadwall.
Summer.
Non breeding
plumage.
Adult. Male:
pattern of tail
(oeVvii.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Pattern of
tail: left male (04); right female (13.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Pat-
tern of tail: left male-X0B right female {02
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Gadwall. Sum-
mer. Non bre-
eding plumage.
Adult. Male:
pattern of un-
dertail coverts
(oeVvi.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Pg
undertail coverts: left malé\(p4ight female {0
X1).

PICTURENOT AVAILABLE

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 1st year.
of undertail coverts: left mal¥I§p8ght female ()

Gadwall. Sum-
mer. Non bre-
eding plumage.

Adult.  Male:
pattern of ter-
tials (0&/11I).

W —

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. Adult. Pattern
of tertials: left male-(@% right female (3.

Gadwall. Spring. Breeding plumage. 2nd year. Pat-
tern of tertials: left mald\@Q4right female {02

Gadwall. Summer. Non breeding plumage. Adult.
Male: pattern of wing cover{gI(06
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